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Appian of Alexandria was a Roman historian of 

Greek origin, who flourished during the reigns of 

Trajan, Hadrian and Antoninus Pius. In AD c. 95 he 

was born in Alexandria, where he spent his early years, 

gradually moving up the political system. After having 

filled the chief offices in the province of Egypt, in c. 

120 he went to Rome, where he practised as an 

advocate, pleading cases before the emperors. In AD 

147 at the earliest time possible, he was appointed to 

the office of procurator, probably in Egypt, on the 

recommendation of his friend Marcus Cornelius Fronto, 

a well-known literary figure. Securing the position of 

procurator, which was only available to members of the 

equestrian order, he must have enjoyed a privileged 

family life. 

Appian’s principal surviving work, Ῥωμαικά 

(History of Rome), was written in Greek in twenty-four 

books. It is mostly formed as a series of monographs, 

rather than a connected history, providing an 

informative account of various peoples and countries, 



starting with Romulus and Remus and progressing on 

to figures of the early Roman Empire. Appian began 

writing his history around the middle of the second 

century AD. Only sections from half of the original 

twenty-four books survive today. Eleven have come 

down to us mostly complete, including the sections on 

the Spanish, Hannibalic, Punic, Illyrian, Syrian and 

Mythridatic wars, while other parts survive in 

considerable fragments. 

An honest admirer of the Roman Empire, though 

ignorant of the institutions of the earlier Roman 

Republic, Appian wrote in the simple common man’s 

dialect, narrating conquests, from Rome’s earliest 

beginnings to the times of Trajan (AD 98-117). 

Appian’s Roman History continues to be regarded as a 

valuable source of information on historical events that 

would otherwise have been lost long ago. 

 

AUTHOR’S PREFACE 
 

REDUCED FACSIMILE, VATICAN MS. GR. 

141. XII CENTURY, FIRST PAGE OF AUTHOR’S 

PREFACE INTENDING to write the history of the 

Romans I have deemed it best to begin with the 

boundaries of the nations under their sway. They are as 

follows: In the ocean, the major part of those who 

inhabit the British Isles. Then entering the 

Mediterranean by the Pillars of Hercules and 



circumnavigating the same we find under their rule all 

the islands and the mainlands washed by that sea. The 

first of these on the right hand are the Mauritanians of 

the coast and various other African nations as far as 

Carthage. Farther inland are the nomad tribes whom the 

Romans call Numidians and their country Numidia; 

then other Africans who dwell around the Syrtes as far 

as Cyrene, and Cyrene itself; also the Marmarid? the 

Ammonii, and those who dwell by the lake Mareotis; 

then the great city founded by Alexander on the border 

of Egypt, and Egypt itself, as one sails up the Nile, as 

far as eastern Ethiopia; and as far as Pelusium by sea. 

[2] Here turning our course we take in 

Palestine-Syria, and beyond it a part of Arabia. The 

Phœnicians hold the country next to Palestine on the 

sea, and beyond the Phœnician territory are C?le-Syria, 

and the parts stretching from the sea as far inland as the 

river Euphrates, namely Palmyra and the sandy country 

round about, extending even to the Euphrates itself. The 

Cilicians come next to the Syrians, and their neighbors 

are the Cappadocians, and that part of the Armenian 

country called Lesser Armenia. Along the Euxine are 

other nations called by the common name Pontic, 

subject to the Roman rule. The Syrians and Cilicians 

border on the Mediterranean, the Armenians and 

Cappadocians extend to the Pontic nations and to the 

interior as far as Greater Armenia, which is not subject 

to the Romans in the way of tribute, but its people 



appoint their own kings. Descending from Cilicia and 

Cappadocia to Ionia we find the great peninsula 

bounded on the right by the Euxine, the Propontis, the 

Hellespont, and the?gean, and on the left by the 

Pamphylian or Egyptian sea, for it is called by both 

names. Some of the countries embraced in it look 

toward the Egyptian sea, namely: Pamphylia and Lycia 

and after them Caria extending to Ionia. Others look 

toward the Euxine, the Propontis, and the Hellespont, 

namely: the Galatians, Bithynians, Mysians, and 

Phrygians. In the interior are the Pisidians and Lydians. 

So many nations inhabit this peninsula and all are under 

Roman rule. 

[3] Crossing from these coasts they rule other 

nations around the Euixine, the Mysians of Europe and 

the Thracians who border that sea. Beyond Ionia are 

the?gean sea, the Adriatic, the straits of Sicily, and the 

Tyrrhenian sea stretching to the Pillars of Hercules. 

This is the distance from Ionia to the ocean. Following 

the coast line we find the following countries subject to 

the Romans: all of Greece, Thessaly, and Macedonia, 

also the adjoining Thracians, the Illyrians, and 

Pannonians, and Italy itself, the longest of all, 

extending from the Adriatic and bordering the greater 

part of the Tyrrhenian sea as far as the country of the 

Celts (whom the Romans call Gauls), some of whom 

border the Mediterranean, others the Northern ocean, 

and still others dwell along the river Rhine; also all of 



Spain and Celtiberia on the Northern and Western 

oceans as far as the Pillars of Hercules. Of these I shall 

speak more particularly when I come to deal with each 

nation. But for the present let this suffice for the 

principal boundaries which define their empire along 

the sea. 

[4] On the landward side the boundaries are a part 

of Mauritania lying against western Ethiopia and the 

remainder of Africa (having a very warm climate, or 

much infested with wild beasts) extending to eastern 

Ethiopia. These are the Roman boundaries in Africa. 

Those of Asia are the river Euphrates, Mount Caucasus, 

the kingdom of Greater Armenia, the Colchians who 

dwell along the Euxine sea, and the remainder of that 

coast. In Europe the two rivers, Rhine and Danube, for 

the most part bound the Roman empire. Of these the 

Rhine empties into the The Roman Empire at the Time 

of Hadrian Northern ocean and the Danube into the 

Euxine. On the other side of these rivers, however, 

some of the Celts beyond the Rhine are under Roman 

sway, and beyond the Danube some of the Get? who 

are called Dacians. These, with the nearest approach to 

accuracy, are the boundaries on the mainland. 

[5] All the islands of the sea also, the Cyclades, 

Sporades, Ionian isles, Echinades, the Tuscan isles, the 

Balearic isles, and all the rest in Libyan, Ionian, 

Egyptian, Myrtoan, Sicilian, and Mediterranean waters, 

by whatever names called; also those which the Greeks 



by way of distinction call the great islands, Cyprus, 

Crete, Rhodes, Lesbos, Eub?a, Sicily, Sardinia, and 

Corsica, and whatever other isle there may be, large or 

small — all are under Roman rule. Crossing the 

Northern ocean to Britain, a continent in itself, they 

took possession of the better and larger part, not caring 

for the remainder. Indeed, the part they do hold is not 

of much use to them. 

[6] Although holding the empire of so many and 

so great nations the Romans labored five hundred years 

with toil and difficulty to establish their power firmly in 

Italy itself. Half of this time they were under kings, but 

having expelled them and sworn to have kingly rule no 

longer, they adopted aristocracy, and chose their rulers 

yearly. In the two hundred years next succeeding the 

five hundred their dominion increased greatly, they 

acquired unexampled foreign power, and brought the 

greater part of the nations under their sway. Gaius 

[Julius] Cæsar having got the upper hand of his rivals 

possessed himself of the sovereignty, holding it in a 

firm grasp, and preserved the form and name of the 

republic but made himself the absolute ruler of all. In 

this way the government, from that time to this, has 

been a monarchy; but they do not call their rulers kings, 

out of respect, as I think, for the ancient oath. They call 

them imperators [emperors], that being the title also of 

those who formerly held the chief command of the 

armies for the time being. Yet they are very kings in 



fact. 

[7] From the advent of the emperors to the 

present time is nearly two hundred years more, in the 

course of which the city has been greatly embellished, 

its revenue much increased, and in the long reign of 

peace and security everything has moved toward a 

lasting prosperity. Some nations have been added to the 

empire by these emperors, and the revolts of others 

have been suppressed. Possessing the best part of the 

earth and sea they have, on the whole, aimed to 

preserve their empire by the exercise of prudence, 

rather than to extend their sway indefinitely over 

poverty-stricken and profitless tribes of barbarians, 

some of whom I have seen at Rome offering 

themselves, by their ambassadors, as its subjects, but 

the chief of the state would not accept them because 

they would be of no use to it. They give kings to a great 

many other nations whom they do not wish to have 

under their own government. On some of these subject 

nations they spend more than they receive from them, 

deeming it dishonorable to give them up even though 

they are costly. They surround the empire with great 

armies and they garrison the whole stretch of land and 

sea like a single strong-hold. 

[8] No government down to the present time ever 

attained to such size and duration. That of the Greeks, 

even if we count the mastery of Athens, Sparta, and 

Thebes successively from the invasion of Darius, which 



was the beginning of their glory, to the hegemony of 

Greece held by Philip the son of Amyntas, lasted 

comparatively but few years. Their wars were not for 

conquest abroad but rather for preeminence among 

themselves, and they were most distinguished for the 

defence of their freedom against foreign invaders. 

Those of them who invaded Sicily with the hope of 

extending their dominion made a failure, and whenever 

they marched into Asia they accomplished small results 

and speedily returned. In short the Greek power, 

although ardent in fighting for the Grecian hegemony, 

never advanced steadfastly beyond the boundaries of 

Greece, but took pride in holding itself unenslaved and 

seldom conquered, and from the time of Philip the son 

of Amyntas, and of Alexander the son of Philip, they 

seem to me to have done very badly and to have been 

unworthy of themselves. 

[9] The mastery of Asia is not to be compared, as 

to labor and bravery, with that of the smallest of the 

countries of Europe, on account of the effeminacy and 

cowardice of the Asiatic peoples, as will be shown in 

the progress of this history. Such of the Asiatic nations 

as the Romans hold, they subdued in a few battles, 

though even the Macedonians joined in the defence, 

while the conquest of Africa and of Europe was in 

many cases very exhausting. Again, the duration of the 

Assyrians, Medes, and Persians taken together (the 

three greatest empires before Alexander), does not 



amount to nine hundred years, which that of Rome has 

already reached, and the size of their empire I think was 

not half that of the Romans, whose boundaries extend 

from the setting of the sun and the Western ocean to 

Mount Caucasus and the river Euphrates, and through 

Egypt to Ethiopia and through Arabia as far as the 

Eastern ocean, so that their boundary is the ocean both 

where the sun-god rises and where he sinks, while they 

control the entire Mediterranean, and all its islands as 

well as Britain in the ocean. The greatest sea-power of 

the Medes and Persians included either the gulf of 

Pamphylia and the single island of Cyprus or perhaps 

some other small islets belonging to Ionia in the 

Mediterranean. They controlled the Persian gulf also, 

but how much of a sea is that? 

[10] The history of Macedonia before Philip, the 

son of Amyntas, was of very small account; there was a 

time, indeed, when the Macedonians were a subject 

race. The reign of Philip himself was full of toil and 

struggles which were not contemptible, yet even his 

deeds concerned only Greece and the neighboring 

country. The empire of Alexander was splendid in its 

magnitude, in its armies, in the success and rapidity of 

his conquests, and it wanted little of being boundless 

and unexampled, yet in its shortness of duration it was 

like a brilliant flash of lightning. Although broken into 

several satrapies even the parts were splendid. The 

kings of my own country [Egypt] alone had an army 



consisting of 200,000 foot, 40,000 horse, 300 war 

elephants, and 2,000 armed chariots, and arms in 

reserve for 300,000 soldiers more. This was their force 

for land service. For naval service they had 2,000 

barges propelled by poles, and other smaller craft, 

1,500 galleys with from one and a half to five benches 

of oars each, and galley furniture for twice as many 

ships, 800 vessels provided with cabins, gilded on stem 

and stern for the pomp of war, with which the kings 

themselves were wont to go to naval combats; and 

money in their treasuries to the amount of 740,000 

Egyptian talents. Such was the state of preparedness for 

war shown by the royal accounts as recorded and left 

by the king of Egypt second in succession after 

Alexander, who was the most formidable of these rulers 

in his preparations, the most lavish in expenditure, and 

the most magnificent in projects. It appears that many 

of the other satrapies were not much inferior in these 

respects. Yet all these resources were wasted under 

their successors by warring with each other. By means 

of such civil dissensions alone are great states 

destroyed. 

[11] Through prudence and good fortune has the 

empire of the Romans attained to greatness and 

duration in gaining which they have excelled all others 

in bravery, patience, and hard labor. They were never 

elated by success until they had firmly secured their 

power, nor were they ever cast down by misfortune, 



although they sometimes lost 20,000 men in a single 

day, at another time 40,000, and once 50,000, and 

although the city itself was often in danger. Neither 

famine, nor frequently recurring plague, nor sedition, 

nor all these falling upon them at once could abate their 

ardor; until, through the doubtful struggles and dangers 

of seven hundred years, they achieved their present 

greatness, having enjoyed the favors of fortune through 

wisdom. 

[12] These things have been described by many 

writers, both Greek and Roman, and the history is even 

more copious than that of the Macedonian empire, 

which was the longest history of earlier times. Being 

interested in it, and desiring to compare the Roman 

prowess carefully with that of every other nation, my 

history has often led me from Carthage to Spain, from 

Spain to Sicily or to Macedonia, or to join some 

embassy to foreign countries, or some alliance formed 

with them; thence back to Carthage or Sicily, like a 

wanderer, and again elsewhere, while the work was still 

unfinished. At last I have brought the parts together, 

showing how often the Romans sent armies or 

embassies into Sicily and what they did there until they 

brought it into its present condition; also how often 

they made war and peace with the Carthaginians, or 

sent embassies to them or received the same from them, 

and what damage they inflicted upon or suffered from 

them until they demolished Carthage and made Africa a 



Roman province, and how they rebuilt Carthage and 

brought Africa into its present condition. I have made 

this research also in respect to each of the other 

provinces, desiring to learn the Romans’ relations to 

each, in order to understand the weakness of these 

nations or their power of endurance, as well as the 

bravery or good fortune of their conquerors or any 

other circumstance contributing to the result. 

[13] Thinking that the public would like to learn 

the history of the Romans in this way, I am going to 

write the part relating to each nation separately, 

omitting what happened to the others in the meantime, 

and taking it up in its proper place. It seems superfluous 

to put down the dates of everything, but I shall mention 

those of the most important events now and then. The 

Roman citizens, like other people, formerly had only 

one name each; afterwards they took a second, and not 

much later, for easier recognition, there was given to 

some of them a third derived from some personal 

incident or as a distinction for bravery. In like manner 

surnames have been added to the names of certain 

Greeks. For purposes of distinction I shall sometimes 

mention all the names, especially of illustrious men, but 

for the most part I shall call these and others by the 

names that are deemed most characteristic. 

[14] As there are three books which treat of the 

numerous exploits of the Romans in Italy, these three 

must together be considered the Italian Roman history; 



but on account of the great number of events in them 

the division has been made. The first of these will show 

the events that took place in successive reigns while 

they had kings, of whom there were seven, and this I 

shall call the history of Rome under the kings. Next in 

order will be the history of the rest of Italy except the 

part along the Adriatic. This, by way of distinction 

from the former, will be called the second Italian book 

of Roman history. With the last nation, the Samnites, 

who dwelt on the Adriatic, the Romans struggled eighty 

years under the greatest difficulties, but finally they 

subjugated them and the neighbors who were allied 

with them, and also the Greeks who had settled in Italy. 

This, by way of distinction from the former, will be 

called the Samnite Roman history. The rest will be 

named according to its subject, the Celtic, Sicilian, 

Spanish, Hannibalic, Carthaginian, Macedonian, and so 

on. The order of these histories with respect to each 

other is according to the time when the Romans began 

to be embroiled in war with each nation, even though 

many other things intervened before that nation came to 

its end. The internal seditions and civil wars of the 

Romans — to them the most calamitous of all — will 

be designated under the names of their chief actors, as 

the wars of Marius and Sulla, those of Pompey and 

Caesar, those of Antony and the second Caesar, 

surnamed Augustus, against the murderers of the first 

Caesar, and those of Antony and Augustus against each 



other. At the end of this last of the civil wars Egypt 

passed under the Roman sway, and the Roman 

government itself became a monarchy. 

[15] Thus, the foreign wars will be divided into 

books according to the nations, and the civil wars 

according to the chief commanders. The last book will 

show the present military force of the Romans, the 

revenues they collect from each province, what they 

spend for the naval service, and other things of that 

kind. It is proper to begin with the origin of the people 

of whose prowess I am about to write. Who I am, who 

have written these things, many indeed know, and I 

have already indicated. To speak more plainly I am 

Appian of Alexandria, having reached the highest place 

in my native country, and having been, in Rome, a 

pleader of causes before the emperors, until they 

deemed me worthy of being made their procurator. And 

if any one has a great desire to learn more [about my 

affairs] there is a special treatise of mine on that 

subject. 

 

CONCERNING THE KINGS 
Fragments 

 

“ÆNEAS, the son of Anchises, the son of Capys, 

flourished in the Trojan war. After the capture of Troy 

he fled, and after long wandering arrived at that part of 

the Italian coast called Laurentum, where his 



camping-place is shown to this day, and that shore is 

called, after him, the Trojan beach. The Aborigines of 

this part of Italy were then ruled by Faunus, the son of 

Mars, who gave to?neas his daughter Lavinia in 

marriage, and also a tract of land four hundred stades in 

circuit. Here?neas built a town, which he named after 

his wife, Lavinium. Three years later, at the death of 

Faunus,?neas succeeded to the kingdom by virtue of his 

marriage relationship, and he called the Aborigines 

Latins, from his father-in-law, Latinus Faunus. Three 

years later still,?neas was killed by the Rutuli, a Tuscan 

tribe, in a war begun on account of his wife Lavinia, 

who had been previously betrothed to their king. He 

was succeeded in the government by Euryleon, 

otherwise called Ascanius, the son of?neas and Creusa, 

a daughter of Priam, to whom he had been married in 

Troy. But some say that the Ascanius who succeeded to 

the government was the son of?neas and Lavinia. 

[2] Ascanius died four years after the founding of 

Alba (for he also built a city and gave it the name of 

Alba, and settled it with a colony from Lavinium), and 

Silvius succeeded to the throne. They say that this 

Silvius had a son named?neas Silvius, and he a son 

named Latinus Silvius, and he a son named Capys, and 

he a son named Capetus, and he a son named Tiberinus, 

and he a son named Agrippa, who was the father of the 

Romulus who was struck by lightning, and who left a 

son Aventinus, who was the father of Procas. All of 



these bore the surname of Silvius. Procas had two sons, 

the elder named Numitor, and the younger Amulius. 

When the elder succeeded to the throne on the death of 

the father, the younger took it away from him by force 

and violence. He also killed Egestus, his brother’s son, 

and he made Rhea Silvia, his brother’s daughter, a 

vestal, so that she might remain childless. 

Notwithstanding a conspiracy against his life, Numitor 

himself was saved because of the gentleness and 

clemency of his manners. Silvia having become 

pregnant contrary to law, Amulius cast her into prison 

by way of punishment, and when she had given birth to 

two sons he gave them to some shepherds with orders 

to throw the babes into the neighboring stream called 

the river Tiber. These boys were Romulus and Remus. 

Being of the lineage of?neas, on their mother’s side, for 

their father’s lineage was unknown, they always 

boasted their descent from the former.” 

 
FROM PHOTIUS 

 

“My first book contains the deeds of Rome’s 

seven kings, viz.: Romulus, Numa Pompilius, Tullus 

Hostilius, Ancus Marcius (a descendant of Numa), 

Tarquinius, Servius Tullius, and Lucius Tarquinius, a 

son of the other Tarquinius. The first of these was the 

founder and builder of Rome, and although he 

governed it rather as a father than as an absolute 



monarch, he was nevertheless slain, or, as some think, 

translated. The second, not less kingly, but even more 

so than the first, died at the age of… The third was 

struck by lightning. The fourth died of a disease. The 

fifth was murdered by some shepherds. The sixth lost 

his life in a similar manner. The seventh was expelled 

from the city and kingdom for violating the laws. From 

that time kingly rule came to an end, and the 

administration of government was transferred to 

consuls.” 

 
FROM PHOTIUS 

 

“Having kept careful watch against her father’s 

return, she (Tarpeia) promises Tatius to betray the 

garrison.” 

 
FROM SUIDAS 

 

“At the command of Tatius they threw pieces of 

gold at the girl until she succumbed to her wounds and 

was buried under the heap.” 

 
FROM SUIDAS 

 

“When Tatius waged war against Romulus, the 

wives of the Romans, who were daughters of the 

Sabines, made peace between them. Advancing to the 



camp of the parents they held out their hands to them 

and showed the infant children already born to them 

and their husbands, and testified that their husbands had 

done them no wrong. They prayed that the Sabines 

would take pity on themselves, their sons-in-law, their 

grandchildren, and their daughters, and either put an 

end to this wretched war between relatives, or first kill 

them in whose behalf it was begun. The parents, moved 

partly by their own difficulties and partly by pity for the 

women, and perceiving that what the Romans had done 

was not from lust but necessity, entered into 

negotiations with them. For this purpose Romulus and 

Tatius met in the street which was named from this 

event Via Sacra and agreed upon these conditions: that 

both Romulus and Tatius should be kings, and that the 

Sabines who were then serving in the army under 

Tatius, and any others who might choose to come, 

should be allowed to settle in Rome on the same terms 

and under the same laws as the Romans themselves.” 

 
FROM “THE EMBASSIES” 

 

“The general, learning this fact from one of his 

personal friends, communicated it to Hostilius.” 

 
FROM SUIDAS 

 

“Some blamed him [Tullus Hostilius] because he 



wrongly staked everything on the prowess of three men 

(the Horatii).” 

 
FROM SUIDAS 

 

“[The Romans thought] that peace might be made 

[by Tarquinius] on the terms that the Gabini considered 

just.” 

 
FROM SUIDAS 

 

“[Tarquinius] bought three books [from the Sibyl] 

at the price [previously asked] for the nine.” 

 
FROM THE ANONYMOUS GRAMMARIAN 

 

“Horatius [Cocles] was a cripple. He failed of 

reaching the consulship, either in war or in peace, on 

account of his lameness.” 

 
FROM SUIDAS 

 

“The Consuls tendered the oaths [by which they 

bound themselves], and said that they would yield 

everything rather than take back Tarquinius. (Y.R. 

250)”  

 
FROM SUIDAS 



 

“Tarquinius incited the Sabines against the 

Roman people. (B.C. 504) Claudius, an influential 

Sabine of the town of Regillus, opposed any violation 

of the treaty, and being condemned for this action, he 

took refuge in Rome with his relatives, friends, and 

slaves, to the number of five thousand. To all these the 

Romans gave a place of habitation, and land to 

cultivate, and the right of citizenship. Claudius, on 

account of his brilliant exploits against the Sabines, was 

chosen a member of the Senate, and the Claudian gens 

received its name from him.” 

 
FROM PEIRESC (Y.R. 256) (B.C. 498) 

 

“The Latins, although allied to the Romans by 

treaty, nevertheless made war against them. They 

accused the Romans of despising them, although they 

were allied to them, and of the same blood.” 

 
FROM SUIDAS 

 

[Here follow, in the Teubner edition, four 

detached sentences, or parts of sentences, which, 

without their context, convey no meaning.] 

 



CONCERNING ITALY 
Fragments 

 

“The Volsci, in nowise terrified by the 

misfortunes of their neighbors, made war against the 

Romans and laid siege to their colonies.” 

 
FROM SUIDAS 

 

(Y.R. 263) “The people refused to elect Marcius 

(Coriolanus) when (B.C. 491) he sought the consulship, 

not because they considered him unfit, but because they 

feared his domineering spirit.” 

 
FROM SUIDAS 

 

(Y.R. 265) “Marcius being inflamed against the 

Romans when they (B.C. 489) banished him went over 

to the Volsci, meditating no small revenge.” 

 
FROM SUIDAS 

 

(Y.R. 266) “When he arrived there, having 

renounced his own country (B.C. 488) and kin, he did 

not meditate anything in particular, but intended to side 

with the Volsci against his country.” 

 
FROM SUIDAS 



 

“When Marcius had been banished, and had taken 

refuge with the Volsci, and made war against the 

Romans, and was encamped at a distance of only four 

hundred stades from the city, the people threatened to 

betray the walls to the enemy unless the Senate would 

send an embassy to him to treat for peace. The Senate 

reluctantly sent plenipotentiaries for this purpose. 

When they arrived at the camp of the Volsci and were 

brought into his presence and that of the Volscian 

chiefs, they offered oblivion and permission to return to 

the city if he would discontinue the war, and they 

reminded him that the Senate had never done him any 

wrong. He, while accusing the people of the many 

wrongs they had done to him and to the Volsci, 

promised nevertheless that the latter would come to 

terms with them if they would surrender the land and 

towns they had taken from the Volsci and admit them 

to citizenship on the same terms as the Latins. But if the 

vanquished were to keep what belonged to the victors, 

he did not see how peace could be made. Having 

named these conditions, he dismissed the ambassadors 

and gave them thirty days to consider. Then he turned 

against the remaining Latin towns, and having captured 

seven of them in the thirty days, he came back to 

receive the answer of the Romans. 

[2] They replied that if he would withdraw his 

army from the Roman territory they would send an 



embassy to him to conclude peace on fair terms. When 

he refused this, they sent ten others to beg him that 

nothing should be done unworthy of his native country, 

and to allow a treaty to be made, not by his command, 

but of their own free will, for he should regard the 

honor of his country and the principles of his ancestors, 

who had never done him any wrong. He replied merely 

that he would give them three days more in order that 

they might think better of it. Then the Romans sent 

their priests to him wearing their sacred vestments to 

add their entreaties. To these he said that either they 

must obey his commands or they need not come to him 

again. Then the Romans prepared for a siege and 

brought stones and missiles upon the walls to fight off 

Marcius from above. 

[3] Now Valeria, the daughter of Publicola, 

brought a company of women to Veturia, the mother of 

Marcius, and to Volumnia his wife. All these, clad in 

mourning garments and bringing their children to join 

in the supplication, implored that they would go out 

with them to meet Marcius, and beseech him to spare 

them and their country. The Senate allowed these 

women to go alone to the camp of the enemy. Marcius 

admiring the high courage of the city, where even the 

women were inspired by it, advanced to meet them, 

sending away the rods and axes of the lictors, out of 

respect for his mother. He ran forward and embraced 

her, brought her into the council of the Volsci, and told 



her to tell what she wanted. 

[4] She said that, being his mother, she was as 

much wronged as he in his banishment from the city; 

that she saw that the Romans had already suffered 

grievously at his hands, and had paid a sufficient 

penalty, so much of their territory had been laid waste 

and so many of their towns demolished, and themselves 

reduced to the extremity of sending their consuls and 

priests, and finally his own mother and wife, as 

ambassadors to him, and offering to rescind the decree 

and to grant him forgetfulness of the past and a safe 

return to his home. “Do not,” she said, “cure an evil by 

an incurable evil. Do not be the cause of calamities that 

will smite yourself as well as those you injure. Whither 

do you carry the torch? From the fields to the city? 

From the city to your own hearthstone? From your own 

hearthstone to the temples of the gods? Have mercy, 

my son, on me and on your country as we plead.” After 

she had thus spoken Marcius replied that the country 

which had cast him out was not his, but rather the land 

which had given him shelter. Nothing was dear to him 

that was unjust, nor was anybody his enemy who 

treated him well. He told her to cast her eyes upon the 

men here present with whom he had exchanged the 

pledge of mutual fidelity, who had granted him 

citizenship, had chosen him their general, and had 

intrusted to him their private interests. lie mentioned 

the honors bestowed upon him and the oath he had 



sworn, and he urged his mother to consider his friends 

and enemies hers also. 

[5] While he was still speaking, she, in a burst of 

anger, and holding her hands up to heaven, invoked 

their household gods. “Two processions of women,” 

said she, “have set forth from Rome in the deepest 

affliction, one in the time of King Tatius, the other in 

that of Gaius Marcius. Of these two Tatius, a stranger 

and downright enemy, had respect for the women and 

yielded to them. Marcius scorns a like delegation of 

women, including his wife, and his mother besides. 

May no mother, unblessed in her son, ever again be 

reduced to the necessity of throwing herself at his feet. 

This I must submit to. I must prostrate myself before 

yours.” So speaking she flung herself on the ground. He 

burst into tears, sprang forward and lifted her up, 

exclaiming with the deepest emotion: “Mother, you 

have gained the victory, but it is a victory by which you 

have lost your son.” So saying he led back the army, in 

order to give his reasons to the Volsci and to make 

peace between the two nations. There was some hope 

that he might be able to persuade the Volsci, but on 

account of the jealousy of their leader Attius he was put 

to death.” 

 
FROM “THE EMBASSIES” 

 

“Marcius did not think proper to gainsay either of 



these [demands].” 

 
FROM SUIDAS 

 

(Y.R. 275) “(The Fabii) were as much to be pitied 

for their misfortunes (B.C. 479) as they were worthy of 

praise for their bravery. For it was a great misfortune to 

the Romans, on account of their number, the dignity of 

a noble house, and its total destruction. The day on 

which it happened was ever after considered unlucky.” 

 
FROM SUIDAS 

 

(Y.R. 283) “The army was incensed against the 

general (Appius Claudius) (B.C. 471) from 

remembrance of old wrongs, and refused to obey him. 

They fought badly on purpose, and took to flight, 

putting bandages on their bodies as though they were 

wounded. They broke up camp and tried to retreat, 

putting the blame on the unskilfulness of their 

commander.” 

 
FROM SUIDAS 

 

“Bad omens from Jupiter were observed after the 

capture of Veii. The soothsayers said that some 

religious duty had (Y.R. 359) been neglected, and 

Camillus remembered that it had been (B.C. 395) 



forgotten to appropriate a tenth of the plunder to the 

god that had given the oracle concerning the lake. 

Accordingly the Senate decreed that those who had 

taken anything from Veii should make an estimate, 

each one for himself, and bring in a tenth of it under 

oath. Their religious feeling was such that they did not 

hesitate to add to the votive offering a tenth of the 

produce of the land that had already been sold, as well 

as of the spoils. With the money thus obtained they sent 

to the temple of Delphi a golden cup which stood on a 

pedestal of brass in the treasury of Rome and Massiliat 

until Onomarchus melted the cup during the Phoc?an 

war. The pedestal is still standing. (Y.R. 363) 

[2] Camillus was afterwards accused before the 

people of (B.C. 391) being himself the author of those 

bad omens and portents. The people, who had been for 

some time set against him, fined him heavily, having no 

pity for him although he had recently lost a son. His 

friends contributed the money in order that the person 

of Camillus might not be disgraced. In deep grief he 

went into exile in the city of Ardea, praying the prayer 

of Achilles that the time might come when the Romans 

would long for Camillus. And in fact this came (Y.R. 

365) to pass very soon, for when the Gauls captured the 

city, the (B.C. 389) people fled for succor to Camillus 

and again chose him Dictator, as has been told in my 

Gallic history.” 
FROM PEIRESC 



“When Marcus Manlius, the patrician, saved the 

city of Rome from a Gallic invasion, he received the 

highest honors. (Y.R. 370) At a later period when he 

saw an old man, who had often (B.C. 384) fought for 

his country, reduced to servitude by a money lender, he 

paid the debt for him. Being highly commended for this 

act, he released all his own debtors from their 

obligations. His glory being much increased thereby, he 

paid the debts of many others. Being much elated by 

his popularity, he even proposed that all debts should 

be cancelled, or that the people should sell the lands 

that had not yet been distributed and apply the proceeds 

for the relief of debtors.” 

 
FROM PEIRESC 

 

 

THE SAMNITE HISTORY 
Fragments 

 

(Y.R. 411) “WHEN the Roman generals 

Cornelius and Corvinus, and (B.C. 343) the plebian 

Decius, had overcome the Samnites they left a military 

guard in Campania to ward off the Samnite incursions. 

These guards, partaking of the luxury and profuseness 

of the Campanians, were corrupted in their habits and 

began to envy the riches of these people, being 

themselves very poor and owing alarming debts in 



Rome. Finally they took counsel among themselves to 

kill their entertainers, seize their property, and marry 

their wives. This infamy would perhaps have been 

carried out at once, had not the new general Mamercus, 

who was marching against the Samnites, learned the 

design of the Roman guard. Concealing his intentions, 

he disarmed some of them and dismissed them, as 

soldiers entitled to discharge for long service. The more 

villanous ones he ordered to Rome on the pretence of 

important business, and he sent with them a military 

tribune with orders to keep a secret watch over them. 

Both parties of soldiers suspected that their design had 

leaked out, and they broke away from the tribune near 

the town of Terracina. They set free all those who were 

working under sentence in the fields, armed them as 

well as they could, and marched to Rome to the number 

of about 20,000. (Y.R. 412) 

[2] About one day’s march from the city they 

were met by Corvinus who went into camp near them 

on the Alban mount. He remained quietly in his camp 

while investigating what the matter was, and did not 

consider it wise to attack these desperadoes. The men 

mingled with each other privately, the guards 

acknowledging with groans and tears, as among 

relatives and friends, that they were to blame, but 

declaring that the cause of it all was the debts they 

owed at (B.C. 342) Rome. When Corvinus understood 

this he shrank from the responsibility of so much civil 



bloodshed and advised the Senate to release these men 

from debt. He exaggerated the difficulty of the war if it 

should be necessary to put down such a large body of 

men, who would fight with the energy of despair. He 

had strong suspicions also of the result of the meetings 

and conferences, lest his own army, who were relatives 

of these men and not less oppressed with debt, should 

be to some extent lacking in fidelity. If he should be 

defeated he said that the dangers would be greatly 

increased; if victorious, the victory itself would be most 

lamentable to the commonwealth, being gained over so 

many of their own relatives. The Senate was moved by 

his arguments and decreed a cancellation of debts to all 

Romans, and immunity also to these revolters. The 

latter laid down their arms and returned to the city.” 

 
FROM PEIRESC 

 

(Y.R. 414) “Such was the bravery of the consul 

Manlius Torquatus. (B.C. 340) He had a penurious 

father who did not care for him, but kept him at work 

with slaves in the fields and left him to partake of their 

fare. When the tribune Pomponius prosecuted him for 

numerous misdeeds and thought to mention among 

others his bad treatment of his son, young Manlius, 

concealing a dagger under his clothes, went to the 

house of the tribune and asked to see him privately as 

though he had something of importance to say about 



the trial. Being admitted, and just as he was beginning 

to speak, he fastened the door and threatened the 

tribune with instant death if he did not take an oath that 

he would withdraw the accusation against his father. 

The latter took the oath, dismissed the accusation, and 

explained the reason to the people. Manlius acquired 

great distinction from this affair, and was praised for 

being such a son to such a father.” 

 
FROM PEIRESC 

 

“With jeers he challenged him to single combat. 

The other [Manlius, the consul’s son] restrained himself 

for a while; but when he could no longer endure the 

provocation, he dashed on his horse against him.” 

 
FROM SUIDAS 

 

(Y.R. 432) “While the Samnites were raiding and 

plundering the territory (B.C. 322) of Fregell? the 

Romans captured eighty-one villages belonging to the 

Samnites and the Daunii, slew 21,000 of their men, and 

drove them out of the Fregellian country. Again the 

Samnites sent ambassadors to Rome bringing the dead 

bodies of the men whom they had executed as guilty of 

causing the war, and also gold taken from their store. 

Wherefore the Senate, thinking that they had been 

utterly crushed, expected that a people who had been so 



sorely afflicted would concede the supremacy of Italy. 

The Samnites accepted the other conditions, or if they 

disputed any, they either entreated and begged for 

better terms, or referred the matter to their cities. But as 

to the supremacy, they could not bear even to hear 

anything on that subject, because, they said, they had 

not come to surrender their towns, but to cultivate 

friendship. Accordingly they used their gold in 

redeeming prisoners, and went away angry and 

resolved to make trial for the supremacy hereafter. 

Thereupon the Romans voted to receive no more 

embassies from the Samnites, but to wage 

irreconcilable, implacable war against them until they 

were subjugated by force. (Y.R. 433) 

[2] A god humbled this haughty spirit, for soon 

afterwards the Romans were defeated by the Samnites 

and compelled to pass under the yoke. The Samnites, 

under their general Pontius, having shut the Romans up 

in a defile where they were oppressed by hunger, the 

consuls sent messengers to him and begged that he 

should win the gratitude of the Romans, such as not 

many opportunities offer. He replied that they need not 

send any more messengers to him unless they were 

prepared to surrender their arms and their persons. 

There-upon a lamentation was raised as though a city 

had been captured, and the consuls delayed several 

days longer, hesitating to do an act unworthy of Rome. 

But when no means of rescue appeared and famine 



became severe, there being 50,000 young men in the 

defile whom they could not bear to see perish, they 

surrendered to Pontius and begged him either to kill 

them, or to sell them into slavery, or to keep (B.C. 321) 

them for ransom, but not to put any stigma of shame 

upon the persons of the unfortunate. 

[3] Pontius took counsel with his father, sending 

to Caudium to fetch him in a carriage on account of his 

age. The old man said to him: “My son, for a great 

enmity there is but one cure, — either extreme 

generosity or extreme severity. Severity terrifies, 

generosity conciliates. Regard this first and greatest 

victory as a treasure-house of good fortune. Release 

them all without punishment, without shame, without 

loss of any kind, so that the greatness of the benefit 

may inure to your advantage. I hear that they are very 

sensitive on the subject of their honor. Vanquished by 

benefits only, they will strive to surpass you in deeds of 

kindness. It is in your power to attain this state of 

kindly action as a security for everlasting peace. If this 

does not suit you, then kill them to the last man, not 

sparing one to carry the news. I advise as my choice the 

former, otherwise the latter is a necessity. The Romans 

will avenge themselves inevitably for any shame you 

put upon them. In that case you should strike the first 

blow and you will never deal them a heavier one than 

the slaughter of 50,000 of their young men at one 

time.” 



[4] When he had thus spoken his son answered: “I 

do not wonder, father, that you have suggested two 

plans absolutely opposed to each other, for you said in 

the beginning that you should propose extreme 

measures of one kind or the other. But I cannot put such 

a large number of men to death. I should fear the 

vengeance of a god and the opprobrium of mankind. 

Nor can I take away from the two nations all hope of 

mutual accommodation by doing an irreparable wrong. 

As to releasing them I myself do not approve of that. 

After the Romans have inflicted so many evils upon us 

and while they hold so many of our fields and towns in 

their possession to this day, it is impossible to let these 

captives go scot free. I shall not do that. Such 

unreasonable leniency is insanity. Now look at this 

matter, leaving me out of the account. The Samnites, 

whose sons, fathers, and brothers have been slain by the 

Romans, and who have lost their goods and money, 

want satisfaction. A victor is naturally a haughty 

creature and our men are greedy of gain. Who then will 

endure that I should neither kill, nor sell, nor even fine 

these prisoners, but dismiss them unharmed like 

meritorious persons? Therefore let us discard the two 

extremes — the one because it is not in my power, the 

other because I cannot be guilty of such inhumanity. 

Yet, in order to humble the pride of the Romans to 

some extent, and to avoid the censure of others, I will 

take away the arms they have always used against us, 



and also their money (for even their money they get 

from us). Then I will make them pass safe and sound 

under the yoke, this being the mark of shame they are 

accustomed to put upon others. Then I will establish 

peace between the two nations and select the most 

illustrious of their knights as hostages for its 

observance until the entire people ratify it. In this way I 

think I shall have accomplished what belongs to a 

victor and to a humane man. I think also that the 

Romans themselves will be content with these terms, 

which they, who lay claim to such excellence of 

character, have often imposed upon others.” 

[5] While Pontius was speaking the old man burst 

into tears, then seated himself in his carriage and went 

back to Caudium. Pontius then summoned the Roman 

envoys and asked them if they had any fetial priest with 

them. There was none present because the army had 

marched to undertake an irreconcilable, implacable 

war. Accordingly he commanded the envoys to make 

this announcement to the consuls and other officers of 

the army and to the whole multitude: “We had 

concluded perpetual friendship with the Romans, which 

you yourselves violated by giving aid to the Sidicini, 

our enemies. When peace was concluded again, you 

made war upon the Neapolitans, our neighbors. Nor did 

it escape us that these things were part of a plan of 

yours to seize the dominion of all Italy. In the first 

battles, where you gained the advantage on account of 



the unskilfulness of our generals, you showed us no 

moderation. Not content with devastating our country 

and occupying towns and villages not your own, you 

planted colonies in them. Moreover, when we twice 

sent embassies to you and made many concessions, you 

treated us disdainfully, and demanded that we should 

yield you the supremacy and obey you, as though we 

were not a nation to make terms with but a conquered 

race. Thereupon you decreed this irreconcilable, 

implacable war against your former friends, 

descendants of the Sabines whom you made your 

fellow-citizens. On account of your insatiable cupidity 

we ought not to make a treaty with you. But I, having 

regard for the divine wrath (which you despised), and 

mindful of our former relationship and friendship, will 

permit each one of you to pass under the yoke safe and 

sound with the clothes you stand in, if you swear to 

give up all of our lands and strongholds and withdraw 

your colonies from the same, and never wage war 

against the Samnites again.” 

[6] When these terms were communicated to the 

camp there was wailing and lamentation, long and loud, 

for they considered the disgrace of passing under the 

yoke worse than death. Afterwards, when they heard 

about the knights who were to be held as hostages, 

there was another long lament. Yet they were 

compelled by want to accept the conditions. 

Accordingly they took the oaths, Pontius on the one 



side, and the two consuls, Postumius and Veturius, on 

the other, together with two quæstors, four division 

commanders, and twelve tribunes, — all the surviving 

officers. When the oaths had been taken, Pontius 

opened a passage from the defile, and having fixed two 

spears in the ground and laid another across the top, 

caused the Romans to go under it as they passed out, 

one by one. He also gave them some animals to carry 

their sick, and provisions sufficient to bring them to 

Rome. This method of dismissing prisoners, which they 

call sending under the yoke, seems to me to serve only 

to insult the vanquished. 

[7] When the news of this calamity reached the 

city there was wailing and lamentation like a public 

mourning. The women mourned for those who had 

been saved in this ignominous way as for the dead. The 

senators discarded their purple-striped tunics. Feasts, 

marriages, and everything of that kind were prohibited 

for a whole year, until the calamity was retrieved. Some 

of the returning soldiers took refuge in the fields for 

shame, others stole into the city by night. The consuls 

entered by day according to law, and they wore their 

usual insignia, but they exercised no further authority.” 

 
FROM “THE EMBASSIES” 

 

(Y.R. 464) “On account of admiration for his 

bravery a multitude of (B.C. 290) chosen youths 



numbering eight hundred were in the habit of following 

Dentatus, ready for anything. This was an 

embarrassment to the Senate at their meetings.” 

 
FROM SUIDAS 

 

(Y.R. 471) “Once a great number of the Senones, 

a Celtic tribe, aided (B.C. 283) the Etruscans in war 

against the Romans. The latter sent ambassadors to the 

towns of the Senones and complained that, while they 

were under treaty stipulations, they were furnishing 

mercenaries to fight against the Romans. Although they 

bore the caduceus, and wore the garments of their 

office, Britomaris cut them in pieces and flung the parts 

away, alleging that his own father had been slain by the 

Romans while he was waging war in Etruria. The 

consul Cornelius, learning of this abominable deed 

while he was on the march, abandoned his campaign 

against the Etruscans, dashed with great rapidity by 

way of the Sabine country and Picenum against the 

towns of the Senones, and devastated them with fire 

and sword. He carried their women and children into 

slavery, and killed all the adult youth except a son of 

Britomaris, whom he reserved for awful torture, and led 

in his triumph. 

[2] When the Senones who were in Etruria heard 

of this calamity, they joined with the Etruscans and 

marched against Rome. After various mishaps these 



Senones, having no homes to return to, and being in a 

state of frenzy over their misfortunes, fell upon 

Domitius [the other consul], by whom most of them 

were destroyed. The rest slew themselves in despair. 

Such was the punishment meted out to the Senones for 

their crime against the ambassadors.” 

 
FROM “THE EMBASSIES” 

 

(Y.R. 472) “Cornelius went sight-seeing along 

the coast of Magna (B.C. 282) Gr?cia with ten ships 

with decks. At Tarentum there was a demagogue 

named Philocharis, a man of obscene life, who was for 

that reason nicknamed Thais. He reminded the 

Tarentines of an old treaty by which the Romans had 

bound themselves not to sail beyond the promontory of 

Lacinium. By his passion he persuaded them to 

excitement against Cornelius, and they sunk four of his 

ships and seized one of them with all on board. They 

accused the Thurini of preferring the Romans to the 

Tarentines although they were Greeks, and held them 

chiefly to blame for the Romans overpassing the limits. 

Then they expelled the noblest citizens of Thurii, 

sacked the city, and dismissed the Roman garrison that 

was stationed there under a treaty. 

[2] When the Romans learned of these events, 

they sent an embassy to Tarentum to demand that the 

prisoners who had been taken, not in war, but as mere 



sight-seers, should be surrendered; that the citizens of 

Thurii who had been expelled should be brought back 

to their homes; that the property that had been 

plundered, or the value of what had been lost, should be 

restored; and finally, that they should surrender the 

authors of these crimes, if they wished to continue on 

good terms with the Romans. The Tarentines made 

difficulties about admitting the embassy to their council 

at all, and when they had received them jeered at them 

because they did not speak Greek perfectly, and made 

fun of their togas and of the purple stripe on them. [The 

text here describes an indignity put upon Postumius, the 

chief of the embassy, by one Philonidas, which will not 

bear translation.] This spectacle was received with 

laughter by the bystanders. Postumius, holding out his 

soiled garment, said: “You will wash out this 

defilement with plenty of blood — you who take 

pleasure in this kind of jokes.” As the Tarentines made 

no sort of answer the embassy departed. Postumius 

carried the soiled garment just as it was, and showed it 

to the Romans. (Y.R. 473) 

[3] The people, deeply incensed, sent orders 

to?milius, who was waging war against the Samnites, to 

suspend operations for the present and invade the 

territory of the Tarentines, and offer them the same 

terms that the late embassy (B.C. 281) had proposed, 

and if they did not agree, to wage war against them 

with all his might. He made them the offer accordingly. 



This time they did not laugh for they saw the army. 

They were about equally divided in opinion until one of 

their number said to them as they doubted and disputed: 

“To surrender citizens is the act of a people already 

enslaved, yet to fight without allies is hazardous. If we 

wish to defend our liberty stoutly and to fight on equal 

terms, let us call on Pyrrhus, king of Epirus, and 

designate him the leader of this war.” This was done.” 

 
FROM “THE EMBASSIES” 

 

(Y.R. 474) “After a shipwreck, Pyrrhus, king of 

Epirus, arrived at the (B.C. 280) harbor of Tarentum. 

The Tarentines were very much put out with the king’s 

officers, who quartered themselves upon the citizens by 

force, and openly abused their wives and children. 

Afterwards Pyrrhus put an end to their revels and other 

social gatherings and amusements as incompatible with 

a state of war, and ordered the citizens to severe 

military exercise, under penalty of death if they 

disobeyed. Then the Tarentines, tired out by these most 

unusual exercises and orders, fled the city as though it 

were a foreign government and took refuge in the 

fields. Then the king closed the gates and placed guards 

over them. In this way the Tarentines gained a clear 

perception of their own folly.” 

 
FROM PEIRESC 



“Some Roman soldiers were stationed in 

Rhegium for the safety and protection of the city 

against enemies. They, and their leader Decius, envying 

the good fortune of the inhabitants and seizing an 

opportunity when they were observing a public festival, 

slew them and violated their wives. They offered an 

excuse for this crime, that the citizens of Rhegium were 

about to betray the garrison to Pyrrhus. So Decius 

became supreme ruler instead of a prefect of the guard, 

and he contracted an alliance with the Mamertines, who 

dwelt on the other side of the strait of Sicily, and who 

had perpetrated the same kind of an outrage on their 

hosts not long before. 

[2] Suffering from an affection of the eyes and 

distrusting the physicians of Rhegium, Decius sent for a 

medical man who had migrated from Rhegium to 

Messana so long before that it was forgotten that he 

was a Rhegian. The latter persuaded him that, if he 

wished speedy relief, he should use certain hot drugs. 

Having applied a burning and corrosive ointment to his 

eyes, he told him to bear the pain till he should come 

again. Then he secretly returned to Messana. Decius, 

after enduring the pain a long time, washed off the 

ointment and found that he had lost his eyesight. 

[3] Fabricius was sent by the Romans to restore 

the city to those Rhegians who still remained. He sent 

the guards who had been guilty of this revolt back to 

Rome. They were beaten with rods in the forum, then 



beheaded, and their bodies cast away unburied. Decius, 

being placed under strict guard, in the discouragement 

of a blind man, committed suicide.” 

 
FROM PEIRESC 

 

“Pyrrhus, king of Epirus, having gained a victory 

over the Romans and desiring to recuperate his forces 

after the severe engagement, and expecting that the 

Romans would be particularly desirous of coming to 

terms, sent to the city Cineas, a Thessalian, who was so 

renowned for eloquence that he had been compared 

with Demosthenes. When he was admitted to the 

senate-chamber, he extolled the king for a variety of 

reasons, and among others for his moderation after the 

victory, in that he had neither marched directly against 

the city nor attacked the camp of the vanquished. He 

offered them peace, friendship, and an alliance with 

Pyrrhus, provided the Tarentines should be included in 

the same treaty, and provided the other Greeks dwelling 

in Italy should remain free under their own laws, and 

provided the Romans would restore to the Lucanians, 

Samnites, Daunii, and Bruttians whatever they had 

taken from them in war. If they would do this, he said 

that Pyrrhus would restore all his prisoners without 

ransom. 

[2] The Romans hesitated a long time, being 

much intimidated by the prestige of Pyrrhus and by the 



calamity that had befallen them. Finally Appius 

Claudius, surnamed the Blind (because he had lost his 

eyesight from old age), commanded his sons to lead 

him into the senate-chamber, where he said: “I was 

grieved at the loss of my sight; now I regret that I did 

not lose my hearing also, for never did I expect to see 

or hear deliberations of this kind from you. Have you 

become so forgetful of yourselves all of a sudden, by 

reason of one misfortune, as to take the man who 

brought it upon you, and those who called him hither, 

for friends instead of enemies, and to give back to the 

Lucanians and Bruttians the property that your 

ancestors took from them? What is this but making the 

Romans servants of the Macedonians? And some of 

you dare to call this peace instead of servitude!” Many 

other things in the like sense did Appius urge to arouse 

their spirit. If Pyrrhus wanted peace and the friendship 

of the Romans, let him withdraw from Italy and then 

send his embassy. As long as he remained let him be 

considered neither friend nor ally, neither judge nor 

arbitrator in Roman affairs. 

[3] The Senate made answer to Cineas as Appius 

advised. They decreed the levying of two new legions 

for L?vinus, and made proclamation that whoever 

would volunteer in place of those who had been lost 

should put their names on the army roll. Cineas, who 

was still present and saw the multitude hastening to be 

enrolled, is reported to have said to Pyrrhus on his 



return: “We are waging war against a hydra.” Others 

say that not Cineas, but even Pyrrhus himself said this 

when he saw the new Roman army larger than the 

former one; for the other consul, Coruncanius, came 

from Etruria and joined his forces with those of 

L?vinus. It is said also that when Pyrrhus made some 

further inquiries about Rome, Cineas replied that it was 

a city of generals; and when Pyrrhus wondered at this, 

he corrected himself, and said that it seemed more like 

a city of kings. When Pyrrhus saw that there was no 

expectation of peace from the Senate, he marched 

toward Rome, laying everything waste on his way. 

When he had come as far as the town of Anagnia, 

finding his army encumbered with booty and a host of 

prisoners, he decided to postpone the battle. 

Accordingly he turned back to Campania, sending his 

elephants in advance, and distributed his army in winter 

quarters among the towns. 

[4] Hither came Roman ambassadors proposing 

either to ransom the prisoners or to exchange them for 

Tarentines and his other allies whom they held. He 

replied that if they were ready for peace on the terms 

proposed by Cineas, he would release the prisoners 

gratuitously, but if the war was to continue, he would 

not give up such a large number of valiant men to fight 

against him. Otherwise he treated them in a kingly way. 

Perceiving that Fabricius, the chief of the embassy, had 

great influence in the city, and also that he was a very 



poor man, he approached him and said that if he would 

bring about a treaty of peace, he (Pyrrhus) would take 

him to Epirus, and make him his chief officer and the 

sharer of all his possessions; and he asked him to accept 

a present of money then and there, on the pretext that 

he was to give it to those who perfected the treaty. 

Fabricius burst out laughing. He made no answer as to 

public matters, but said: “Neither you nor your friends, 

O King, can take away my independence. I consider my 

poverty more blessed than all the riches of kings if 

conjoined with fear.” Others report the conversation 

differently, saying that Fabricius replied: “Beware lest 

the Epirotes share my nature and prefer me to you.” 

[5] Whichever answer he made, Pyrrhus admired 

his high spirit. He then tried another plan for procuring 

peace. He allowed the prisoners to go home without 

guards to attend the festival of Saturn, on the condition 

that if the city accepted the terms offered by him they 

should be free, but if not that they should return to him 

at the end of the festival. Although the prisoners 

earnestly besought and urged the Senate to accept the 

terms, the latter ordered them, at the conclusion of the 

festival, to deliver themselves up to Pyrrhus on a day 

specified, and decreed the death penalty to those who 

should linger beyond that time. This order was 

observed by all. In this way Pyrrhus learned again that 

everything depended on the arbitrament of arms.” 
FROM “THE EMBASSIES” 



(Y.R. 476) “While Pyrrhus was perplexed by the 

Roman complication (B.C. 278) he was disturbed by an 

uprising of the Molossians. At this time also 

Agathocles, the king of Sicily, had just died. As 

Pyrrhus had married his daughter Laneia, he began to 

look upon Sicily as more of his concern than Italy. Still 

he was loath to abandon those who had summoned him 

to their aid, without some kind of arrangement for 

peace. Seizing eagerly the occasion of the sending back 

of a traitor who had deserted from him, he testified his 

gratitude to the consuls for this act and sent Cineas 

again to Rome to repeat his thanks for the man’s 

safe-keeping, and to surrender the prisoners by way of 

recompense, — instructing him to procure peace in 

whatever way he could. Cineas brought a large number 

of presents both for men and women, knowing that the 

people were fond of money and gifts, and that the 

women had had large influence among the Romans 

from the earliest times. 

[2] But they warned each other against the gifts, 

and replied that no man or woman would accept 

anything. They gave Cineas the same answer as before. 

If Pyrrhus would withdraw from Italy and send an 

embassy to them without gifts, they would agree to fair 

terms in all respects. They treated the embassy, 

however, in a sumptuous manner and sent back to 

Pyrrhus in exchange all the Tarentines and others of his 

allies whom they held as prisoners. Thereupon Pyrrhus 



sailed for Sicily with his elephants and 8000 horse, 

promising his allies that he would return to Italy. Three 

years later he returned, for the Carthaginians had driven 

him out of Sicily.” 

 
FROM “THE EMBASSIES” 

 

(Y.R. 478) “After the battle and the armistice 

with the Romans, Pyrrhus sailed for Sicily promising 

he would return to Italy. Three years later he returned, 

having been driven out of Sicily by the Carthaginians, 

and having been a grievous burden to the Sicilians 

themselves by reason of the lodging and supplying of 

his troops, the garrisons and the tribute he had imposed 

on them. Enriched by these exactions he set sail for 

Rhegium with 110 decked ships, besides a much (B.C. 

276) larger number of merchant vessels and ships of 

burthen. But the Carthaginians made a naval attack 

upon him, sunk seventy of his ships, and disabled all 

the rest except twelve. Fleeing with these he took 

vengeance on the Italian Locrians who had put to death 

his garrison and their commanding officer, because of 

outrages commited upon the inhabitants. Such savage 

vengeance did he take on them in the way of killing and 

plundering that he did not spare even the temple gifts of 

Proserpina, saying by way of joke that unseasonable 

piety was no better than superstition, and that it was 

good policy to obtain wealth without labor. 



[2] Loaded down with spoils, a tempest overtook 

him, sunk some of his ships with the men in them, and 

cast the others ashore. The waves cast all the sacred 

things safe upon the Locrian beach. Wherefore Pyrrhus, 

perceiving too late the consequences of his impiety, 

restored them to the temple of Proserpina and sought to 

propitiate the goddess with numerous sacrifices. As the 

victims were unpropitious he became still more furious, 

and he put to death all those who had advised the 

temple-robbing, or had assented to it, or had taken part 

in it. Thus had Pyrrhus come to grief.” 

 
FROM PEIRESC 

 

 

THE GALLIC HISTORY 
Fragments 

 

(Y.R. 365) “AT an early period the Gauls waged 

war against the (B.C. 389) Romans, took Rome itself, 

except the Capitol, and burned it. Camillus, however, 

overcame and expelled them. At a later period, when 

they had made a second invasion, he overcame them 

again and enjoyed a triumph in consequence, being 

then in his eightieth year. A third army of Gauls which 

invaded Italy was destroyed by the Romans under Titus 

Quintius. Afterwards the Boii, the most savage of the 

Gallic tribes, attacked the Romans. Gaius Sulpicius, the 



dictator, marched against them, and is said to have used 

the following stratagem. He commanded those who 

were in the front line to discharge their javelins, and 

immediately crouch low; then the second, third, and 

fourth lines to discharge theirs, each crouching in turn 

so that they should not be struck by the spears thrown 

from the rear; then when the last line had hurled their 

javelins, all were to rush forward suddenly with a shout 

and join battle at close quarters. The hurling of so many 

missiles, followed by an immediate charge, would 

throw the enemy into confusion. The spears of the 

Gauls were not like javelins, but what the Romans 

called, four-sided, part wood and part iron, and not hard 

except at the pointed end. In this way the army of the 

Boii was completely destroyed by the Romans. (Y.R. 

404) 

[2] Another Gallic force was defeated by 

Popillius, and (B.C. 350) after this Camillus, son of the 

former Camillus, defeated the same tribe. 

Afterwards?milius Pappus won some trophies from the 

Gauls. Shortly before the consulships of Marius a most 

numerous and warlike horde of Celtic tribes, most 

formidable in bodily strength, made incursions into 

both (Y.R. 649) Italy and Gaul, and defeated some of 

the Roman consuls, (B.C. 105) and cut their armies in 

pieces. Marius was sent against them and he destroyed 

them all. The latest and greatest war of the Romans 

against the Gauls was that waged under the command 



of Cæsar, for, in the ten years that he held command 

there, he fought with more than 4,000,000 barbarians, 

taken all together. Of these 1,000,000 were captured 

and as many more slain in battle. He reduced to 

subjection 400 tribes and more than 800 towns, which 

had either revolted from their allegiance or were 

conquered for the first time. Even before Marius, 

Fabius Maximus?milianus with a very small army 

killed 120,000 of them in one battle, losing only fifteen 

of his own men; and he did this although suffering from 

a recent wound, urging and encouraging his troops and 

showing them how to fight barbarians, now borne on a 

litter and now hobbling on foot leaning on the arms of 

others. 

[3] Cæsar began his war against them by gaining 

a victory over some 200,000 of the Helvetii and 

Tigurini. The latter at an earlier period had captured a 

Roman army commanded by Piso and Cassius and sent 

them under the yoke, as is related in the writings of 

Paulus Claudius. The Tigurini (Y.R. 696) were now 

overcome by Labienus, Cæsar’s lieutenant, and (B.C. 

58) the others by Cæsar himself, together with the 

Tricorii, who were aiding them. He also overcame the 

Germans under Ariovistus, a people who excelled all 

others, even the largest men, in size; savage, the bravest 

of the brave, despising death because they believe they 

shall live hereafter, bearing heat and cold with equal 

patience, living on herbs in time of scarcity, and their 



horses browsing on trees. It seems that they were 

without patient endurance in their battles, and did not 

fight in a scientific way or in any regular order, but 

with a sort of high spirit simply made an onset like wild 

beasts, for which reason they were overcome by Roman 

science and endurance. For, although the Germans 

made a tremendous rush and pushed the legions back a 

short distance, the Romans kept their ranks unbroken, 

and outman?uvred them, and eventually slew 800000 of 

them. (Y.R. 697) 

[4] Afterwards Cæsar fell upon the so-called 

Belg? as they were crossing a river, and killed so many 

of them that he crossed the stream on a bridge of their 

bodies. The Nervii defeated him by falling suddenly 

upon his army as it (B.C. 57) was getting itself into 

camp after a march. They made a very great slaughter, 

killing all of his tribunes and centurions. Cæsar himself 

took refuge on a hill with his bodyguard, and there he 

was surrounded by the enemy. The latter being assailed 

in the rear by the tenth legion were destroyed, although 

they were 60,00000 in number. The Nervii were the 

descendants of the Cimbri and Teutones. (Y.R. 699) 

Cæsar conquered the Allobroges also. He slaughtered 

(B.C. 55) 400,000 of the Usipetes and Tenchteri, armed 

and unarmed together. The Sicambri with 500 horse put 

to flight 5000 of Cæsar’s horse, falling upon them 

unexpectedly. They subsequently paid the penalty for 

this in a defeat. 



[5] Cæsar was also the first of the Romans to 

cross the Rhine. He also passed over to Britain, an 

island larger than a very large continent, and still 

unknown to the men of Rome. He crossed by taking 

advantage of the movement of the tide. As it rose the 

fleet was impelled by the waves, slowly at first, then 

more rapidly, until finally Cæsar was carried with great 

swiftness to Britain.” 

 
AN EPITOME OF APPIAN’S BOOK “DE 

REBUS GALLICIS” 

 

(Y.R. 364) “In the 97th Olympiad, according to 

the Greek calendar, a considerable part of the Gauls 

who dwelt along the Rhine moved off in search of new 

land, that which they occupied being insufficient for 

their numbers. Having scaled the Alps they fell upon 

the territory of Clusium, a fertile part of Etruria. The 

Clusians had made a league with the Romans not long 

before, and now applied to them for aid. So the three 

Fabii were sent with the Clusians as ambassadors to the 

Gauls to order them to vacate the country that was in 

alliance with Rome, and to threaten them if they did not 

obey. The Gauls replied that they feared no mortal man 

in threat or war, that they were in need of land, and that 

they had not yet meddled with the affairs of the 

Romans. The Fabii urged the Clusians to make an 

attack upon the Gauls while they were heedlessly 



plundering the country. They took part in the 

expedition themselves and slew an immense number of 

the Gauls whom they caught foraging. Quintus Fabius, 

one of the Roman embassy, himself killed the chief of 

that band, stripped his body, and (B.C. 390) carried his 

arms back to Clusium.” 

 
FROM “THE EMBASSIES” 

 

“After the Fabii had slain this large number of 

Gauls, Brennus, their king, though he had refused to 

recognize the Roman embassy, for the purpose of 

intimidating the Romans selected as ambassadors to 

them certain Gauls who exceeded all the others in 

bodily size as much as the Gauls exceeded other 

peoples, and sent them to Rome to complain that the 

Fabii, while serving as ambassadors, had joined in war 

against him, contrary to the law of nations. He 

demanded that they should be given up to him for 

punishment unless the Romans wished to make the 

crime their own. The Romans acknowledged that the 

Fabii had done wrong, but having great respect for that 

distinguished family, they urged the Gauls to accept a 

pecuniary compensation from them. As the latter 

refused, they elected the Fabii military tribunes for that 

year, and then said to the Gallic ambassadors that they 

could not do anything to the Fabii now because they 

were now holding office, but told them to come again 



next year if they were still in a bad humor. Brennus and 

the Gauls under him considered this an insult and took 

it hard. Accordingly they sent around to the other Gauls 

asking them to make common cause of war with them. 

When a large number had collected in obedience to this 

summons they broke camp and marched against 

Rome.” 

 
FROM “THE EMBASSIES” 

 

(Y.R. 365) “He (C?dicius) promised to carry 

letters through the (B.C. 389) enemy’s ranks to the 

Capitol.” 

 
FROM SUIDAS 

 

“When C?dicius bore the decree of the Senate to 

Camillus, by which he was made consul, he exhorted 

him not to lay up against his country the injury it had 

done him. The latter, interrupting him, said: “I could 

not have prayed to the gods that the Romans might 

some time long for me if I had cherished any such 

feeling as that towards them. Now I pray the nobler 

prayer that I may render my country a service equal to 

the calamity that has befallen her.”” 

 
FROM PEIRESC 

 



“When the Gauls could find no means for scaling 

the Capitol they remained quietly in camp in order to 

reduce the defenders by famine. A certain priest named 

Dorso went down from the Capitol to make a certain 

yearly sacrifice in the temple of Vesta, and passed 

safely, with the sacred utensils, through the ranks of the 

enemy, who were either awed by his courage or had 

respect for his piety and his venerable appearance. Thus 

he who had incurred danger for the sake of his holy 

office was saved by it. That this event occurred, as 

related, the Roman writer Cassius tells us.” 

 
FROM PEIRESC 

 

“The Gauls filled themselves to repletion with 

wine and other luxuries, being intemperate by nature, 

and inhabiting a country which yielded only cereals, 

and was unfruitful and destitute of other productions. 

Thus their large bodies became delicate, distended with 

fatness, and heavy by reason of excessive eating and 

drinking, and quite incapable of running or hardship; 

and when any exertion was required of them they 

speedily became exhausted by perspiration and 

shortness of breath.” 

 
FROM SUIDAS AND PEIRESC 

 

“He (Camillus) showed them naked to the 



Romans and said: “These are the creatures who assail 

you with such terrible shouts in battle, and clash their 

arms and shake their long swords and toss their hair. 

Behold their weakness of soul, their slothfulness and 

flabbiness of body, and gird yourselves to your work.”” 

 
FROM SUIDAS 

 

(Y.R. 394) “The people beheld the battle from the 

walls, and constantly (B.C. 360) sent fresh troops to 

take the place of the tired ones. But the tired Gauls 

having to engage with fresh opponents took to 

disorderly flight.” 

 
FROM THE SAME 

 

“The Gaul, furious and exhausted with loss of 

blood, (B.C. 349) pursued Valerius, hastening in order 

to grapple with him. As Valerius was all the time 

dodging just in front of him, the Gaul fell headlong. 

The Romans felicitated themselves on this second 

single combat with the Gauls.” 

 
FROM THE SAME 

 

(Y.R. 471) “The Senones, although they had a 

treaty with the Romans, nevertheless furnished 

mercenaries against them, wherefore the Senate sent an 



embassy to them to remonstrate against this infraction 

of the treaty. Britomaris, the Gaul, being incensed 

against them on account of his father, who had been 

killed by the Romans while fighting on the side of the 

Etruscans in this very war, slew the ambassadors while 

they held the caduceus in their hands, and wore the 

garments of their office. He then cut their bodies in 

small pieces and scattered them in the fields. The 

consul Cornelius, learning of this abominable deed 

while he was on the march, moved with great speed 

against the towns of the Senones by way of the Sabine 

country and Picenum, and ravaged them all with fire 

and sword. He reduced the women and children to 

slavery, killed all the adult males without exception, 

devastated the country in every possible way, and made 

it uninhabitable for anybody else. He carried off 

Britomaris alone as a prisoner for torture. A little later 

the Senones (who were serving as mercenaries), having 

no longer any homes to return to, fell boldly upon the 

consul Domitius, and being (B.C. 283) defeated by him 

killed themselves in despair. Such punishment was 

meted out to the Senones for their crime against the 

ambassadors.” 

 
FROM “THE EMBASSIES” 

 

(Y.R. 633) “The chiefs of the Salyi, a nation 

vanquished by the Romans, (B.C. 121) took refuge with 



the Allobroges. When the Romans asked for their 

surrender and it was refused, they made war on the 

Allobroges, under the leadership of Cn?us Domitius. 

When he was passing through the territory of the Salyi, 

an ambassador of Bituitus, king of the Allobroges, met 

him, arrayed magnificently and followed by attendants 

likewise arrayed, and also by dogs; for the barbarians of 

this region use dogs also as body-guards. A musician 

was in the train who sang in barbarous fashion the 

praises of King Bituitus, and then of the Allobroges, 

and then of the ambassador himself, celebrating his 

birth, his bravery, and his wealth; for which reason 

chiefly their illustrious ambassadors usually take such 

persons along with them. But this one, although he 

begged pardon for the chiefs of the Salyi, accomplished 

nothing.” 

 
FROM “THE EMBASSIES” 

 

(Y.R. 641) “A numerous band of the Teutones 

bent on plunder invaded the territory of Noricum. The 

Roman consul, Papirius Carbo, fearing lest they should 

make an incursion into Italy, occupied the Alps at a 

place where the pass is narrowest. As they made no 

attempt in this direction he attacked them, complaining 

that they had invaded the people of Noricum, who were 

foreign friends of the Romans. It was the practice of the 

Romans to make foreign friends of any people for 



whom they wanted to intervene on the score of 

friendship, without being obliged to defend them as 

allies. As Carbo was approaching, the Teutones sent 

word to him that they had not known anything about 

this relationship between Rome and Noricum, and that 

for the future they would keep hands off. He praised the 

ambassadors, and gave them guides for their homeward 

journey, but privately charged the guides to take them 

by a longer route. He himself then marched by (B.C. 

113) a shorter one and fell unexpectedly upon the 

Teutones, though they were still desisting from 

hostilities, but he suffered severely for his perfidy, and 

lost a large part of his army. He would probably have 

perished with his whole force had not darkness and a 

tremendous thunder-storm fallen upon them while the 

fight was in progress, separating the combatants and 

putting an end to the battle by sheer terror from heaven. 

Even as it was, the Romans fled in small bands through 

the woods and came together with difficulty three days 

later. The Teutones passed into Gaul.” 

 
FROM “THE EMBASSIES” 

 

“He ordered them to leave the bodies of the 

Cimbri intact till daylight because he believed they 

were adorned with gold.” 

 
FROM SUIDAS 



(Y.R. 696) “Two nations, the Tigurini and the 

Helvetii, made an incursion (B.C. 58) into the Roman 

province of Gaul. When Cæsar heard of this movement 

he built a wall along the river Rhone about a hundred 

and fifty stades in length to intercept them. When they 

sent ambassadors to him to endeavor to make a treaty, 

he ordered them to give him hostages and money. They 

replied that they were accustomed to receive these 

things, not to give them. As he wished to prevent them 

from forming a junction he sent Labienus against the 

Tigurini, who were the weaker, while he marched 

against the Helvetii, taking with him about 20,000 

Gallic mountaineers. The work was easy to Labienus, 

who fell upon the Tigurini unawares on the river bank, 

defeated them, and scattered the greater part of them in 

disorderly flight.” 

 
FROM “THE EMBASSIES” 

 

(Y.R. 695) “Ariovistus, the king of the Germans 

beyond the Rhine, (B.C. 59) crossed to this side before 

Cæsar’s arrival and made war against the?dui, who 

were friends of the Romans. But when the Romans 

commanded him to desist, he obeyed and moved away 

from?dui and desired to be accounted a friend of the 

Roman people also, and this was granted, Cæsar being 

consul and voting for it.” 
FROM “THE EMBASSIES” 



“Ariovistus, the king of the Germans, who had 

been voted a friend of the Roman people, came to 

Cæsar to have a colloquy. After they had separated he 

wished to have another. Cæsar refused it, but sent some 

of the leading men of the Gauls to meet him. Ariovistus 

cast them in chains, wherefore Cæsar threatened him 

and made war on him, but fear fell upon the army on 

account of the military reputation of the Germans.” 

 
FROM “THE EMBASSIES” 

 

(Y.R. 699) “It is believed that the Usipetes and 

the Tenchteri, German tribes, with 800 of their own 

horse, put to flight about 5000 of Cæsar’s horse. When 

they sent ambassadors to Cæsar he held them as 

prisoners and made an attack on them, and took them 

so completely by surprise that 400,000 of them were 

cut to pieces. One writer says that Cato in the Roman 

Senate proposed that Cæsar should be surrendered to 

the barbarians for this deed of blood perpetrated while 

negotiations were pending. But Cæsar in his own diary 

says that when the Usipetes and Tenchteri were ordered 

to go back forthwith to their former homes, they replied 

that they had sent ambassadors to the Suevi, who had 

driven them away, and that they were waiting for their 

answer; that while these negotiations were pending, 

they set upon his men with 800 of their horse, and by 

the suddenness of the attack put to flight his 5000; and 



that when they sent another embassy to explain this 

violation of good faith he suspected a similar deception, 

and made his attack before (B.C. 55) giving his 

answer.” 

 
FROM “THE EMBASSIES” 

 

“Straightway they stirred up the Britons to violate 

the oath, complaining that while a treaty with them was 

in force the camp was still among them.” 

 
FROM SUIDAS 

 

(Y.R. 700) “Cæsar apprehending an attack on 

[Quintus] Cicero turned (B.C. 54) back.” 

 
FROM SUIDAS 

 

“Britores seduced the?dui from their Roman 

allegiance. When Cæsar reproached them for this, they 

said that an ancient alliance had the precedence. 

[Here follow two fragments of only three words 

each.]” 

 
FROM THE VATICAN MSS. OF CARDINAL 

MAI 

 

 



OF SICILY AND THE OTHER ISLANDS 
Fragments 

 

(Y.R. 502) “BOTH Romans and Carthaginians 

were destitute of money; (B.C. 252) and the Romans 

could no longer build ships, being exhausted by taxes, 

yet they levied foot soldiers and sent them to Africa and 

Sicily from year to year, while the Carthaginians sent 

an embassy to Ptolemy, the son of Ptolemy the son of 

Lagus, king of Egypt, seeking to borrow 2000 talents. 

He was on terms of friendship with both Romans and 

Carthaginians, and he sought to bring about peace 

between them. As he was not able to accomplish this, 

he said: “It behooves one to assist friends against 

enemies, but not against friends.”” 

 
FROM “THE EMBASSIES” 

 

(Y.R. 512) “When the Carthaginians had met 

with two disasters on land at the same time, and two at 

sea where they had considered themselves much the 

superior, and were already short of money, ships, and 

men, they sought an armistice from Lutatius and having 

obtained it sent an embassy to Rome to negotiate a 

treaty on certain limited conditions. With their own 

embassy they sent Atilius Regulus, the consul, who was 

their prisoner, to urge his countrymen to agree to the 

terms. When he came into the senate-chamber, clad as a 



prisoner in Punic garments, and the Carthaginian 

ambassadors had retired, he exposed to the Senate the 

desperate state of Carthaginian affairs, and advised that 

either the war should be prosecuted vigorously, or that 

more satisfactory conditions of peace should be insisted 

on. For this reason, (B.C. 242) after he had returned 

voluntarily to Carthage, the Carthaginians put him to 

death by enclosing him in a standing posture in a box 

the planks of which were stuck full of iron spikes so 

that he could not possibly lie down. Nevertheless peace 

was made on conditions more satisfactory to the 

Romans. 

[2] The conditions were these: All Roman 

prisoners and deserters held by the Carthaginians were 

to be delivered up; Sicily and the small neighboring 

islands to be surrendered to the Romans; the 

Carthaginians not to initiate any war against Syracuse 

or its ruler, Hiero, nor to recruit mercenaries in any part 

of Italy; the Carthaginians to pay the Romans a war 

indemnity of 2000 Euboic talents in twenty years, in 

yearly instalments payable at Rome. The Euboic talent 

is equal to 7000 Alexandrine drachmas. So ended the 

first war between the Romans and the Carthaginians for 

the possession of Sicily, having lasted twenty-four 

years, in which the Romans lost 700 ships and the 

Carthaginians 500. In this way the chief part of Sicily 

(all of it that had been held by the Carthaginians) 

passed into the possession of the Romans. The latter 



levied tribute on the Sicilians, and apportioned certain 

naval charges among their towns, and sent a prætor 

each year to govern them. On the other hand Hiero, the 

ruler of Syracuse, who had cooperated with them in this 

war, was declared to be their friend and ally. 

[3] When this war was ended the Gallic 

mercenaries demanded of the Carthaginians the pay 

still due to them for their service in Sicily, together 

with the presents that Hamilcar had promised to give 

them. The African soldiers, although they were 

Carthaginian subjects, demanded the same things, on 

account of their service in Sicily, and this they did the 

more arrogantly as they saw that the Carthaginians 

were weakened and humbled; they were angry also on 

account of the killing of 3000 of their own number 

whom the Carthaginians had crucified for deserting to 

the Romans. When the Carthaginians refused the 

demands of both Gauls and Africans, they joined 

together and seized the city of Tunis, and also Utica, 

the largest city in Africa after Carthage. Starting thence 

they detached the rest of Africa, and brought over to 

their side some Numidians, and received into their 

ranks a vast number of fugitive slaves, and pillaged the 

Carthaginian possessions in every direction. Being 

pressed by enemies on all sides the Carthaginians 

appealed to the Romans for aid against the Africans. 

The Romans did not send them a military force, but 

allowed them to draw supplies from Italy and Sicily, 



and to recruit mercenaries in Italy for this war only. 

They also sent deputies to Africa to arrange peace if 

they could, but they returned without accomplishing 

anything. The Carthaginians prosecuted the war 

vigorously.” 

 
FROM “THE EMBASSIES” 

 

(Y.R. 540) “Hippocrates and Epicydes, two 

brothers, were generals (B.C. 214) of the Syracusans. 

They had been for a long time incensed against the 

Romans, and when they could not stir up their 

fellow-countrymen to war, they went over to the 

Leontines, who had some differences with the 

Syracusans. They accused their own countrymen of 

renewing a separate league with the Romans, although 

Hiero had made one to include the whole of Sicily. The 

Leontines were much stirred up by this. The Syracusans 

made proclamation that if anybody would bring them 

the head of Hippocrates or of Epicydes, they would 

give him its weight in gold. But the Leontines chose 

Hippocrates as their general.” 

 
FROM PEIRESC 

 

(Y.R. 542) “The Sicilians, who had been for a 

long time embittered (B.C. 212) against the Roman 

general Marcellus, on account of his severity, were still 



more excited against him because he had gained 

entrance to Syracuse by treachery. For this reason they 

joined themselves to Hippocrates, and took an oath 

together that none of them would make peace without 

the others, and sent him supplies and an army of 20,000 

foot and 5000 horse.” 

 
FROM PEIRESC 

 

“Marcellus was in such bad odor that nobody 

would trust him except under oath, for which reason, 

when the Tauro-menians gave themselves up to him, he 

made an agreement and confirmed it with an oath, that 

he would not station any guard in their city nor require 

the inhabitants to serve as soldiers.” 

 
FROM PEIRESC 

 

(Y.R. 680) “The island of Crete seemed to be 

favorably disposed (B.C. 74) towards Mithridates, king 

of Pontus, from the beginning, and it was said that they 

furnished him mercenaries when he was at war with the 

Romans. It is believed also that they recommended to 

the favor of Mithridates the pirates who then infested 

the sea, and openly assisted them when they were 

pursued by Marcus Antonius. When Antonius sent 

legates to them on this subject, they made light of the 

matter and gave him a disdainful answer. Antonius 



forthwith made war against them, and although he did 

not accomplish much, he gained the title of Creticus for 

his work. He was the father of the Mark Antony who, at 

a later period, fought against Octavius Cæsar at 

Actium. When the Romans declared war against the 

Cretans, on account of these things, the latter sent an 

embassy to Rome to treat for peace. The Romans 

ordered them to surrender Lasthenes, the author of the 

war against Antonius, and to deliver up all their pirate 

ships and all the Roman prisoners in their hands, 

together with 300 hostages, and to pay 4000 talents of 

silver. (Y.R. 685) 

[2] As the Cretans would not accept these 

conditions, Metellus was chosen as the general against 

them. He gained a victory over Lasthenes at Cydonia. 

The latter fled to Gnossus, and Panares delivered over 

Cydonia to Metellus on condition of his own safety. 

While Metellus was besieging Gnossus, Lasthenes set 

fire to his own house there, which was full of money, 

and fled from the place. Then the Cretans sent word to 

Pompey the Great, who was conducting the war against 

the pirates, and against Mithridates, that if he would 

come they would surrender themselves to him. As he 

was then busy with other things, he commanded 

Metellus to withdraw from the island, as it was not 

seemly to continue a war against those who offered to 

give themselves up, and he said that he would come to 

receive the surrender of the island later. Metellus paid 



no attention to this order, but pushed on the war until 

the island was subdued, making the same terms with 

Lasthenes as he had made with Panares. (B.C. 69) 

Metellus was awarded a triumph and the title of 

Creticus with more justice than Antonius, for he 

actually subjugated the island.” 

 
FROM “THE EMBASSIES” 

 

(Y.R. 692) “The patrician Clodius, surnamed 

Pulcher, which means (B.C. 62) handsome, was in love 

with Cæsar’s wife. He arrayed himself in woman’s 

clothes from head to foot, being still without a beard, 

and gained admission to Cæsar’s house as a woman in 

the night, at a time when the mysteries [of the Bona 

Dea] were celebrated, to which only women were 

admitted. Having lost his guide, and being detected by 

others by the sound of his voice, he was hustled out.” 

 
FROM PEIRESC 

 

 



THE WARS IN SPAIN 
 

CHAPTER I 
 

Boundaries of Spain — King Arganthonius — 

Early Carthaginian Occupation — Hamilcar Barca — 

His Death 

THE Pyrenees mountains extend from the 

Tyrrhenian sea to the Northern ocean. The eastern part 

is inhabited by Celts, otherwise called Galatians, and 

more lately Gauls. From this part westward, beginning 

at the Tyrrhenian sea and making a circuit by way of 

the Pillars of Hercules to the Northern ocean, the 

Iberians and Celtiberians dwell. Thus the whole of 

Iberia is sea-girt, except the part embraced by the 

Pyrenees, the largest and perhaps the most precipitous 

mountains in Europe. In coasting they follow the 

Tyrrhenian sea as far as the Pillars of Hercules. They 

do not traverse the Western and Northern ocean, except 

in crossing over to Britain, and this they accomplish by 

availing themselves of the tide, as it is only half a day’s 

journey. For the rest, neither the Romans nor any of the 

subject peoples navigate that ocean. The size of Iberia 

(now called Hispania by some) is almost incredible for 

a single country. Its breadth is reckoned at ten thousand 

stades, and its length is equal to its breadth. Many 

nations of various names inhabit it, and many navigable 



rivers flow through it. 

[2] What nations occupied it first, and who came 

after them, it is not very important for me to inquire, in 

writing merely Roman history. However, I think that 

the Celts, passing over the Pyrenees at some former 

time, mingled with the natives, and that the name 

Celtiberia originated in that way. I think also that from 

an early time the Phœnicians frequented Spain for 

purposes of trade, and occupied certain places there. In 

like manner the Greeks visited Tartessus and its king 

Arganthonius, and some of them settled in Spain; for 

the kingdom of Arganthonius was in Spain. It is my 

opinion that Tartessus was then the city on the seashore 

which is now called Carpessus. I think also that the 

Phoenicians built the temple of Hercules which stands 

at the straits. The religious rites performed there are 

still of Phoenician type, and the god is considered by 

the worshippers the Tyrian, not the Theban, Hercules. 

But I will leave these matters to the antiquaries. 

[3] This fruitful land, abounding in all good 

things, the Carthaginians began to exploit before the 

Romans. A part of it they occupied and another part 

they plundered, until the Romans expelled them from 

the part they held, and immediately occupied it 

themselves. The remainder the Romans acquired with 

much toil, extending over a long period of time, and in 

spite of frequent revolts they eventually subdued it and 

divided it into three parts and appointed a praetor over 



each. How they subdued each one, and how they 

contended with the Carthaginians for the possession of 

them, and afterwards with the Iberians and Celtiberians, 

this book will show, the first part containing matters 

relating to the Carthaginians, since it was necessary for 

me to introduce their relations with Spain in my 

Spanish history. For the same reason the doings of the 

Romans and Carthaginians in respect to Sicily from the 

beginning of the Roman invasion and rule of that island 

are embraced in the Sicilian history. 

[4] The first external war waged by the Romans 

against the Carthaginians in reference to Sicily was 

waged in Sicily itself. In like manner the first one 

concerning Spain was waged in Spain, although in the 

course of it the combatants sent large forces into, and 

devastated, both Italy and Africa. (Y.R. 536) This war 

began about the 140th Olympiad by the infraction (B.C. 

218) of a treaty which had been made at the end of the 

Sicilian war. The infraction came about in this way. 

Hamilcar, surnamed Barca, while commanding the 

Carthaginian forces in Sicily, had promised large 

rewards to his Celtic mercenaries and African allies, 

which they demanded after he returned to Africa; and 

thereupon the African war was kindled. In this war the 

Carthaginians suffered severely at the hands of the 

Africans, and they ceded Sardinia to the Romans as 

compensation for injuries they had inflicted upon 

Roman merchants during this war. When Hamilcar was 



brought to trial for these things by his enemies, who 

held him to blame for such serious calamities to the 

country, he secured the favor of the chief men in the 

state (of whom the most popular was Hasdrubal, who 

had married Barca’s daughter), by which means he 

escaped punishment; and as a disturbance with the 

Numidians broke out about this time, he secured the 

command of the Carthaginian forces in conjunction 

with Hanno the Great, although he had not yet rendered 

an account of his former generalship. (Y.R. 516) 

[5] At the end of this war, Hanno was recalled to 

answer (B.C. 238) certain charges against him in 

Carthage, and Hamilcar was left in sole command of 

the army. He associated his son-in-law Hasdrubal with 

him, crossed the straits to Gades and began to plunder 

the territory of the Spaniards, although they had done 

him no wrong. Thus he made for himself an occasion 

for being away from home, and also for performing 

exploits and acquiring popularity. For whatever 

property he took he divided, giving one part to the 

soldiers, to stimulate their zeal for future plundering 

with him. Another part he sent to the treasury of 

Carthage, and a third he distributed to the chiefs of his 

own faction there. This continued until certain Spanish 

kings and other chieftains gradually united and put him 

to death in the following manner. They loaded a lot of 

wagons with wood and drove them in advance with 

oxen, they following behind (Y.R. 525) prepared for 



battle. When the Africans saw this they fell (B.C. 229) 

to laughing, not perceiving the stratagem. When they 

came to close quarters the Spaniards set fire to the 

wagons and drove the oxen against the enemy. The fire, 

being carried in every direction by the fleeing oxen, 

threw the Africans into confusion. Their ranks being 

thus broken the Spaniards dashed among them and 

killed Hamilcar himself and a great many others who 

came to his aid. 

 

CHAPTER II 
 

Hasdrubal succeeds Hamilcar — Rise of 

Hannibal — He attacks Saguntum — The Saguntines 

appeal to Rome 

[6] The Carthaginians, enjoying the gains they 

had received from Spain, sent another army thither and 

appointed Hasdrubal, the son-in-law of Hamilcar, who 

was still in Spain, commander of all their forces there. 

He had with him in Spain Hannibal, the son of 

Hamilcar and brother of his own wife, a young man 

zealous in war, beloved by the army, and who soon 

after became famous for his military exploits. Him he 

appointed lieutenant-general. Hasdrubal brought many 

Spanish tribes to his support by persuasion, for he was 

attractive in personal intercourse, and where force was 

needed he made use of the young man. In this way he 



pushed forward from the Western ocean to the interior 

as far as the river Iberus (Ebro), which divides Spain 

about in the centre, and at a distance of about five days’ 

journey from the Pyrenees flows down to the Northern 

ocean. 

[7] The Saguntines, a colony of the island of 

Zacynthus, who lived about midway between the 

Pyrenees and the river Iberus, and other Greeks who 

dwelt in the neighborhood of Emporia and other 

Spanish towns, having apprehensions for their safety, 

sent ambassadors to Rome. The Senate, who were 

unwilling to see the Carthaginian power augmented, 

sent an embassy to Carthage. It was agreed between 

them that the limit of the Carthaginian power in Spain 

should be the river Iberus; that beyond that river the 

Romans should not carry war against the subjects of 

Carthage, nor should the Carthaginians cross it for a 

similar purpose; and that the Saguntines and the other 

Greeks in Spain should remain free and autonomous. 

So these agreements were added to the treaties between 

Rome and Carthage. (Y.R. 534) 

[8] Some time later, while Hasdrubal was 

governing that (B.C. 220) part of Spain belonging to 

Carthage, a slave whose master he had cruelly put to 

death killed him secretly in a hunting expedition. 

Hannibal convicted him of this crime and put him to 

death with dreadful tortures. Now the army proclaimed 

Hannibal, although still very young, yet greatly beloved 



by the soldiers, their general, and the Carthaginian 

Senate confirmed the appointment. Those of the 

opposite faction, who had feared the power of Hamilcar 

and Hasdrubal, when they learned of their death, 

despised Hannibal on account of his youth and 

prosecuted their friends and partisans with the old 

charges. The people took sides with the accusers, 

bearing a grudge against those now prosecuted, because 

they remembered the old severities of the times of 

Hamilcar and Hasdrubal, and ordered them to turn into 

the public treasury the large gifts that Hamilcar and 

Hasdrubal had bestowed upon them, as being enemy’s 

spoils. The prosecuted parties sent messengers to 

Hannibal asking him to assist them, and admonished 

him that, if he should neglect those who were able to 

assist him at home, he would be thoroughly despised by 

his father’s enemies. 

[9] He had foreseen all this and he knew that the 

persecution of his friends was the beginning of a plot 

against himself. He determined that he would not 

endure this enmity as a perpetual menace, as his father 

and brother-in-law had done, nor put up forever with 

the fickleness of the Carthaginians, who usually repaid 

benefits with ingratitude. It was said also that when he 

was a boy he had taken an oath upon the altar, at his 

father’s instance, that when he should arrive at man’s 

estate he would be the implacable enemy of Rome. For 

these reasons he thought that, if he could involve his 



country in arduous and protracted undertakings and 

plunge it into doubts and fears, he would place his own 

affairs and those of his friends in a secure position. He 

beheld Africa, however, and the subject parts of Spain 

in peace. But if he could stir up a war with Rome, 

which he strongly desired, he thought that the 

Carthaginians would have enough to think about and to 

be afraid of, and that if he should be successful, he 

would reap immortal glory by gaining for his country 

the government of the habitable world (for when the 

Romans were conquered there would be no other 

rivals), and if he should fail, the attempt itself would 

bring him great renown. 

[10] Conceiving that if he should cross the Iberus 

that would constitute a brilliant beginning, he suborned 

the Turbuletes, neighbors of the Saguntines, that they 

should complain to him that the latter were overrunning 

their country and doing them many other wrongs. They 

made this complaint. Then Hannibal sent their 

ambassadors to Carthage, and wrote private letters 

saying that the Romans were inciting Carthaginian 

Spain to revolt, and that the Saguntines were 

cooperating with the Romans for this purpose. Nor did 

he desist from this deception, but kept sending 

messages of this kind until the Carthaginian Senate 

authorized him to deal with the Saguntines as he saw 

fit. Since he had a pretext, he arranged that the 

Turbuletes should come again to make complaints 



against the Saguntines, and that the latter should send 

legates also. When Hannibal commanded them to 

explain their differences to him, they replied that they 

should refer the matter to Rome. Hannibal thereupon 

(Y.R. 535) ordered them out of his camp, and the next 

night crossed (B.C. 219) the Iberus with his whole 

army, laid waste the Saguntine territory, and planted 

engines against their city. Not being able to take it, he 

surrounded it with a wall and ditch, stationed plenty of 

guards, and pushed the siege at intervals. 

[11] The Saguntines, oppressed by this sudden 

and unheralded attack, sent an embassy to Rome. The 

Senate commissioned its own ambassadors to go with 

them. They were instructed first to remind Hannibal of 

the agreement, and if he should not obey to proceed to 

Carthage and complain against him. When they arrived 

in Spain and were approaching his camp from the sea, 

Hannibal forbade their coring. Accordingly they sailed 

for Carthage with the Saguntine ambassadors, and 

reminded the Carthaginians of the agreement. The latter 

accused the Saguntines of committing many wrongs on 

their subjects. When the Saguntines offered to submit 

the whole question to the Romans as arbitrators, the 

Carthaginians replied that there was no use of an 

arbitration because they were able to avenge 

themselves. When this reply was brought to Rome 

some advised senting aid to the Saguntines. Others 

favored delay, saying that the Saguntines were not 



inscribed as allies in the agreement with them, but 

merely as free and autonomous, and that they were still 

free although besieged. The latter opinion prevailed. 

[12] The Saguntines, when they despaired of help 

from Rome, and when famine weighed heavily upon 

them, and Hannibal kept up the siege without 

intermission (for he had heard that the city was very 

prosperous and wealthy, and for this reason relaxed not 

the siege), issued an edict to bring all the silver and 

gold, public and private, to the forum, where they 

melted it with lead and brass, so that it should be 

useless to Hannibal. Then, thinking that it was better to 

die fighting than starve to death, they made a sally by 

night upon the besiegers while they were asleep and not 

expecting an attack, and killed some as they were 

getting out of bed, others as they were clumsily arming 

themselves, and still others who were actually fighting. 

The battle continued until many of the Africans and all 

the Saguntines were slain. When the women witnessed 

the slaughter of their husbands from the walls, some of 

them threw themselves from the housetops, others 

hanged themselves, and others slew their children and 

then themselves. Such was the end of Saguntum, once a 

great and powerful city. When Hannibal learned what 

had been done with the gold he was angry, and put all 

the surviving adults to death with torture. Observing 

that the city was not far from Carthage and with good 

land about it situated on the sea, he rebuilt it and made 



it a Carthaginian colony, and I think it is now called 

Spartarian Carthage. 

 

CHAPTER III 
 

War declared — The Two Scipios — Their Defeat 

and Death 

(Y.R. 536) 

[13] The Romans now sent ambassadors to 

Carthage to (B.C. 218) demand that Hannibal should be 

delivered up to them as a violator of the treaty unless 

they wished to assume the responsibility. If they would 

not give him up, war was to be declared forthwith. The 

ambassadors obeyed their instructions, and when the 

Carthaginians refused to give up Hannibal they 

declared war. It is said that it was done in the following 

manner. The chief of the embassy, pointing to the fold 

of his toga and smiling, said: “Here, Carthaginians, I 

bring you peace or war, you may take whichever you 

choose.” The latter replied: “You may give us 

whichever you like.” When the Romans offered war 

they all cried out: “We accept it.” Then they wrote at 

once to Hannibal that he was free to overrun all Spain, 

as the treaty was at an end. Accordingly he marched 

against all the neighboring tribes and brought them 

under subjection, persuading some, terrifying others, 

and subduing the rest. Then he collected a large army, 



telling nobody what it was for, but intending to hurl it 

against Italy. He also sent out ambassadors among the 

Gauls, and caused an examination to be made of the 

passes of the Alps, which he traversed later, leaving his 

brother Hasdrubal in command in Spain. 

[14] When the Romans saw that war must be 

waged against the Carthaginians in Spain and Africa 

(for they never dreamed of an incursion of Africans 

into Italy), they sent Tiberius Sempronius Longus with 

160 ships and two legions into Africa. What Longus 

and the other Roman generals did in Africa has been 

related in my Punic history. They also ordered Publius 

Cornelius Scipio to Spain with sixty ships, 10,000 foot, 

and 700 horse, and sent his brother Gnæus Cornelius 

Scipio with him as a legate. The former (Publius), 

learning from Massilian merchants that Hannibal had 

crossed the Alps and entered Italy, and fearing lest he 

should fall upon the Italians unawares, turned over to 

his brother the command in Spain and sailed with his 

quinqueremes to Etruria. What he and the other Roman 

generals after him did in Italy, until, at the end of 

sixteen years and with exceeding difficulty, they drove 

Hannibal out of the country, will be shown in the 

following book, which will contain all the exploits of 

Hannibal in Italy, and is called the Hannibalic book of 

Roman history. 

[15] Gnæus did nothing in Spain worthy of 

mention before his brother Publius returned thither. 



When the latter’s term of office expired, the Romans, 

having despatched the new consuls against Hannibal in 

Italy, appointed him proconsul, and sent him again into 

Spain. From this time the two Scipios managed the war 

in Spain, Hasdrubal being the general opposed to them 

until the Carthaginians recalled him and a part of his 

army to ward off an attack of Syphax, the ruler of the 

Numidians. The Scipios easily overcame the remainder. 

Many towns also came over to them voluntarily, for 

they were as persuasive in inducing subjects as in 

leading armies. 

[16] The Carthaginians, having made peace with 

Syphax, again sent Hasdrubal into Spain with a larger 

army than before, and with thirty elephants. With him 

came also two other generals, Mago and another 

Hasdrubal, the son of Gisco. After this the war became 

more serious to the Scipios. They were successful, 

nevertheless, and many Africans and elephants were 

destroyed by them. Finally, winter coming on, the 

Africans went into winter quarters at Turditania, Gnæus 

Scipio at Orso, and Publius at Castolo. When news was 

brought to the latter that Hasdrubal was approaching, 

he sallied out from the city with a small force to 

reconnoitre the enemy’s camp and came upon 

Hasdrubal unexpectedly. He and his whole force were 

surrounded by the enemy’s horse and killed. Gnæus, 

who knew nothing of this, sent some soldiers to his 

brother to procure corn, who fell in with another 



African force and became engaged with them. When 

Gnæus learned this he started out, with (Y.R. 542) such 

troops as he had under arms, to assist them. The (B.C. 

212) Carthaginians who had cut off the former party 

made a charge on Gnæus, and compelled him to take 

refuge in a certain tower, which they set on fire, and 

burned him and his comrades to death. 

[17] In this way the two Scipios perished, 

excellent men in every respect, and greatly regretted by 

those Spaniards who, by their labors, had been brought 

over to the Roman side. When the news reached Rome 

the people were greatly troubled. They sent Marcellus, 

who had lately come from Sicily, and with him 

Claudius [Nero], to Spain, with a fleet and 1000 horse, 

10,000 foot, and sufficient means. As nothing of 

importance was accomplished by them, the 

Carthaginian power increased until it embraced almost 

the whole of Spain, and the Romans were restricted to a 

small space in the Pyrenees mountains. When this was 

learned in Rome the people were greatly discouraged, 

and apprehensive lest these same Africans should make 

an incursion into northern Italy while Hannibal was 

ravaging the other extremity. Although they desired to 

abandon the Spanish war it was not possible, because of 

the fear that that war would be transferred to Italy. 

 



CHAPTER IV 
 

Cornelius Scipio — Arrives in Spain — Attacks 

New Carthage — Captures the City and Vast Booty 

(Y.R. 543) 

[18] Accordingly a day was fixed for choosing a 

general for Spain. When nobody offered himself the 

alarm was greatly augmented, and a gloomy silence 

took possession of the assembly. Finally Cornelius 

Scipio, son of that Publius Cornelius who had lost his 

life in Spain, still a very young man (for he was only 

twenty-four years of age), but reputed to be discreet and 

high-minded, advanced and made an impressive 

discourse concerning his father and his uncle, and after 

lamenting their fate said that he was the only member 

of the family left to be the avenger of them and of his 

country. He spoke copiously and vehemently, like one 

possessed, promising to subdue not only Spain, but 

Africa and Carthage in addition. To many this seemed 

like youthful boasting, but he revived the spirits of the 

people (for (B.C. 211) those who are cast down are 

cheered by promises), and was chosen general for 

Spain in the expectation that he would do something 

worthy of his high spirit. The older ones said that this 

was not high spirit, but foolhardiness. When Scipio 

heard of this he called the assembly together again, and 

repeated what he had said before, declaring that his 



youth would be no impediment, but he added that if any 

of his elders wished to assume the task he would 

willingly yield it to them. When nobody offered to take 

it, he was praised and admired still more, and he set 

forth with 10,000 foot and 500 horse. He was not 

allowed to take a larger force while Hannibal was 

ravaging Italy. He received money and apparatus of 

various kinds and twenty-eight war-ships with which he 

proceeded to Spain. (Y.R. 544) 

[19] Taking the forces already there, and joining 

them in (B.C. 210) one body with those he brought, he 

performed a lustration, and made the same kind of 

grandiloquent speech to them that he had made at 

Rome. The report spread immediately through all 

Spain, wearied of the Carthaginian rule and longing for 

the virtue of the Scipios, that Scipio the son of Scipio 

had been sent to them as a general, by divine 

providence. When he heard of this report he took care 

to give out that everything he did was by inspiration 

from heaven. He learned that the enemy were quartered 

in four camps at considerable distances from each 

other, containing altogether 25,000 foot and above 

2500 horse, and that they kept their supplies of money, 

food, arms, missiles, and ships, besides prisoners and 

hostages from all Spain, at the city formerly called 

Saguntum (but then called Carthage), and that it was in 

charge of Mago with 10,000 Carthaginian soldiers. He 

decided to attack these first, on account of the 



smallness of the force and the great quantity of stores, 

and because he believed that this city, with its 

silver-mines and its rich and prosperous territory 

abounding in everything, and its very short passage to 

Africa, would constitute a secure base of operations by 

land and sea against the whole of Spain. 

[20] Excited with these thoughts and 

communicating his intentions to no one, he led his army 

out at sunset and marched the whole night toward New 

Carthage. Arriving there the next morning he took the 

enemy by surprise and began to enclose the town with 

trenches and planned to open the siege the following 

day, placing ladders and engines everywhere except at 

one place where the wall was lowest and where, as it 

was encompassed by a lagoon and the sea, the guards 

were careless. Having charged the machines with 

stones and darts in the night, and stationed his fleet in 

the harbor so that the enemy’s ships might not escape 

(for he had high hopes of capturing everything the city 

contained), at daylight he manned the engines, ordering 

some of his troops to assail the enemy above, while 

others propelled the engines against the walls below. 

Mago stationed his 10,000 men at the gates, some to 

sally out at a favorable opportunity with swords alone 

(since spears would be of no use in such a narrow 

space), and others to man the parapets. He made good 

use of his machines, stones, darts, and catapults, and 

did effective work. There was shouting and cheering on 



both sides, and neither was wanting in dash and 

courage. Stones, darts, and javelins filled the air, some 

thrown by hand, some by machines, and some by 

slings; and whatever other apparatus or force was 

available was made use of to the utmost. 

[21] Scipio suffered severely. The 

10,000 Carthaginians who were at the gates made 

sallies with drawn swords and fell upon those who were 

working the engines. Although they fought bravely, 

they suffered in their turn no less, until finally the 

perseverance and endurance of the Romans began to 

prevail. With the change of fortune, those who were on 

the walls began to be distressed. When the ladders were 

put in place, the Carthaginian swordsmen, who had 

sallied out, ran back through the gates, closed them, and 

mounted the walls. This gave new and severe labor to 

the Romans. Scipio, who, as commanding general, was 

everywhere, giving orders and cheering on his men, had 

noticed that, at the place where the wall was low and 

washed by the lagoon, the sea retired about midday. 

That was the daily ebb tide, for at one time of day the 

waves were up to one’s breast; at another they were not 

knee high. When Scipio observed this, after 

ascertaining the nature of the tidal movement and that it 

would be low water for the rest of the day, he darted 

hither and thither, exclaiming: “Now, soldiers, now is 

our chance. Now the deity comes to my aid. Attack that 

part of the wall where the sea has made way for us. 



Bring the ladders. I will lead you.” 

[22] He was the first to seize a ladder and carry it 

into the lagoon, and he began to mount where nobody 

else had yet attempted to do so. But his armor-bearers 

and other soldiers surrounded him and held him back, 

while they brought a great number of ladders together, 

planted them against the wall, and began to mount. 

Amid shouts and clamor on all sides, giving and 

receiving blows, the Romans finally prevailed and 

succeeded in occupying some of the towers, where 

Scipio placed trumpeters and ordered them to sound a 

blast as though the city were already taken. This 

brought others to their assistance and created 

consternation among the enemy. Some of the Romans 

jumped down and opened the gates to Scipio, who 

rushed in with his army. Some of the inhabitants took 

refuge in their houses, but Mago drew up his 10,000 in 

the market-place. After most of these were cut down he 

fled with the remainder to the citadel, which Scipio 

immediately invested. When Mago saw that he could 

do nothing with his beaten and cowering force, he 

surrendered. 

[23] Having taken this rich and powerful city by 

audacity and good fortune in one day (the fourth after 

his arrival), he was greatly elated and it seemed more 

than ever that he was divinely inspired. He began to 

think so himself and to give it out to others, not only 

then, but all the rest of his life. At all events, he 



frequently went into the Capitol alone and closed the 

doors as though he were receiving counsel from the 

god. Even now in public processions they bring the 

image of Scipio alone out of the Capitol, all the others 

being taken from the Forum. In the captured city he 

obtained great stores of goods, useful in peace and war, 

many arms, darts, engines, dockyards containing 

thirty-three war-ships, corn, and provisions of various 

kinds, ivory, gold, and silver, some in the form of plate, 

some coined and some uncoined, also Spanish hostages 

and prisoners, and everything that had previously been 

captured from the Romans themselves. On the 

following day he sacrificed to the gods, celebrated the 

victory, praised the soldiers for their bravery, and after 

his words to his army made a speech to the 

townspeople in which he admonished them not to 

forget the name of the Scipios. He dismissed all the 

Spanish prisoners to their homes in order to conciliate 

the towns. He gave rewards to his soldiers for bravery, 

the largest to the one who first scaled the wall, half as 

much to the next, one-third as much to the next, and to 

the others according to their merit. The rest of the gold, 

silver, and ivory he sent to Rome in the captured ships. 

The city held a three days’ thanksgiving, because after 

so many trials their ancestral good fortune had shown 

itself once more. All Spain, and the Carthaginians who 

were there, were astounded at the magnitude and 

suddenness of this exploit. 



 
 

CHAPTER V 
 

Scipio marches against the Two Hasdrubals — 

Battle of Carmone 

[24] Scipio placed a garrison in New Carthage 

and ordered that the wall which was washed by the tide 

should be raised to the proper height. He then moved 

against the rest of Spain, sending friends to conciliate 

where he could, and subduing the others. There were 

two Carthaginian generals still remaining, both named 

Hasdrubal. One of these, the son of Hamilcar, was 

recruiting an army of mercenaries far away among the 

Celtiberians. The other, the son of Gisco, sent 



messengers to the towns that were still faithful, urging 

them to maintain their Carthaginian allegiance, because 

an army of countless numbers would soon come to their 

assistance. He sent another Mago into the neighboring 

country to recruit mercenaries wherever he could, while 

he made an incursion into the territory of Lersa which 

had revolted, intending to lay siege to some town there. 

On the approach of Scipio he retreated to B?tica and 

encamped before that city. On the following day he was 

defeated by Scipio, who captured his camp and B?tica 

also. (Y.R. 547) 

[25] Now this Hasdrubal ordered all the 

remaining Carthaginian (B.C. 207) forces in Spain to be 

collected at the city of Carmone to fight Scipio with 

their united strength. Hither came a great number of 

Spaniards under the lead of Mago, and of Numidians 

under Masinissa. Hasdrubal had the infantry in a 

fortified camp, Masinissa and Mago, who commanded 

the cavalry, bivouacking in front of it. Scipio divided 

his own horse so that Lælius should attack Mago while 

he himself should be opposed to Masinissa. This fight 

was for some time doubtful and severe to Scipio, since 

the Numidians discharged their darts at his men, then 

suddenly retreated, and then wheeled and returned to 

the charge. But when Scipio ordered his men to hurl 

their javelins and then pursue without intermission, the 

Numidians, having no chance to turn around, retreated 

to their camp. Here Scipio desisted from the pursuit and 



encamped in a strong position, which he had chosen, 

about ten stades from the enemy. The total strength of 

the enemy was 70,000 foot, 5000 horse, and thirty-six 

elephants. That of Scipio was not one-third of the 

number. For some time, therefore, he hesitated and did 

not venture a fight, except some light skirmishes. 

[26] When his supplies began to fail and hunger 

attacked his army, Scipio considered that it would be 

base to retreat. Accordingly he sacrificed, and bringing 

the soldiers to an audience immediately after the 

sacrifice, and putting on again the look and aspect of 

one inspired, he said that the deity had appeared to him 

in the customary way and told him to attack the enemy, 

and had assured him that it was better to trust in heaven 

than in the size of his army because his former victories 

were gained by divine favor rather than by numerical 

strength. In order to inspire confidence in his words he 

commanded the priests to bring the entrails into the 

assembly. While he was speaking he saw some birds 

flying overhead with great swiftness and clamor. 

Looking up he pointed them out and exclaimed this was 

a sign of victory which the gods had sent him. He 

followed their movement, gazing at them and crying 

out like one possessed. The whole army, as it saw him 

turning hither and thither, imitated his actions, and all 

were fired with the idea of certain victory. When he had 

everything as he wished he did not hesitate, nor permit 

their ardor to cool, but still as one inspired exclaimed: 



“These signs tell us that we must fight at once.” When 

they had taken their food he ordered them to arm 

themselves, and led them against the enemy, who were 

not expecting them, giving the command of the horse to 

Silanus and of the foot to Lælius and Marcius. 

[27] Hasdrubal, Mago, and Masinissa, when 

Scipio was coming upon them unawares, being only ten 

stades distant, and their soldiers not having taken their 

food, drew up their forces in haste, amid confusion and 

tumult. Battle being joined with both cavalry and 

infantry, the Roman horse prevailed over the enemy by 

the same tactics as before, by giving no respite to the 

Numidians (who were accustomed to retreat and 

advance by turns), thus making their darts of no effect 

by reason of their nearness. The infantry were severely 

pressed by the great numbers of the Africans and were 

worsted by them all day long, nor could Scipio stem the 

tide of battle, although he was everywhere cheering 

them on. Finally, giving his horse in charge of a boy, 

and snatching a shield from a soldier, he dashed alone 

into the space between the two armies, shouting: 

“Romans, rescue your Scipio in his peril.” Then those 

who were near seeing, and those who were distant 

hearing, what danger he was in, and all being in like 

manner moved by a sense of shame and fear for their 

general’s safety, charged furiously upon the enemy, 

uttering loud cries. The Africans were unable to resist 

this charge. They gave way, as their strength was 



failing for lack of food, of which they had had none all 

day. Then, for a short space of time, there was a terrific 

slaughter. Such was the result to Scipio of the battle of 

Carmone, although it had been for a long time doubtful. 

The Roman loss was 800; that of the enemy 15,000. 

[28] After this engagement the enemy retreated 

with all speed, and Scipio followed dealing blows and 

doing damage whenever he could overtake them. After 

they had occupied a stronghold, where there was plenty 

of food and water, and where nothing could be done but 

lay siege to them, Scipio was called away on other 

business. He left Silanus to carry on the siege while he 

went into other parts of Spain and subdued them. The 

Africans who were besieged by Silanus deserted their 

position and retreated again until they came to the 

straits and passed on to Gades. Silanus, having done 

them all the harm he could, rejoined Scipio at New 

Carthage. In the meantime Hasdrubal, the son of 

Hamilcar, who was still collecting troops along the 

Northern ocean, was called by his brother Hannibal to 

march in all haste to Italy. In order to deceive Scipio he 

moved along the northern coast, and passed over the 

Pyrenees into Gaul with the Celtiberian mercenaries 

whom he had enlisted. In this way he was hastening 

into Italy without the knowledge of the Italians. 

 



CHAPTER VI 
 

Scipio visits Africa — Other operations in Spain 

— Destruction of Ilurgia — The Fate of Astapa 

(Y.R. 548) 

[29] Now Lucius [his brother], having returned 

from (B.C. 206) Rome, told Scipio that the Romans 

were thinking of sending the latter as general to Africa. 

Scipio had strongly desired this for some time and 

hoped that events might take this turn. Accordingly he 

sent Lælius with five ships to Africa on a mission to 

King Syphax, to make presents to him and remind him 

of the friendship of the Scipios, and ask him to join the 

Romans if they should make an expedition to Africa. 

He promised to do so, accepted the presents, and sent 

others in return. When the Carthaginians discovered 

this they also sent envoys to Syphax to seek his 

alliance. When Scipio heard of this, judging that it was 

a matter of importance to win and confirm the alliance 

of Syphax against the Carthaginians, he took Lælius 

and went over to Africa with two ships, to see Syphax 

in person. 

[30] When he was approaching the shore the 

Carthaginian envoys who were still with Syphax sailed 

out against him with their war-ships, without Syphax’s 

knowledge. But he spread his sails, outran them 

completely, and reached the harbor. Syphax entertained 



both parties, but he made an alliance with Scipio 

privately, and having exchanged pledges sent him 

away. He also detained the Carthaginians, who were 

again lying in wait for Scipio, until he was a good 

distance out to sea. So much danger did Scipio incur 

both going and returning. It is reported that at a banquet 

given by Syphax, Scipio reclined on the same couch 

with Hasdrubal and that the latter questioned him about 

many things, and was greatly impressed with his 

gravity, and afterwards said to his friends that Scipio 

was formidable not only in war but also at a feast. 

[31] At this time certain of the Celtiberians and 

Spaniards were still serving under Mago as 

mercenaries, although their towns had gone over to the 

Romans. Marcius set upon them, slew 1500, and 

scattered the rest of them among their towns. He 

corralled 700 horse and 6000 foot of the same force, of 

whom Hanno was in command, on a hill. When they 

were reduced to extremities by hunger they sent 

messengers to Marcius to obtain terms. He told them 

first to surrender Hanno and the deserters, and then he 

would treat. Accordingly they seized Hanno, although 

he was their general and was listening to the 

conversation, and they delivered up the deserters. Then 

Marcius demanded the prisoners also. When he had 

received these he ordered them to bring a specified sum 

of money down to a certain point in the plain, because 

the high ground was not a suitable place for suppliants. 



When they had come down to the plain he said: “You 

deserve to be put to death for adhering to the enemy 

and waging war against us after your country has 

espoused our side. Nevertheless, if you will lay down 

your arms, I will allow you to go unpunished.” At this 

they were very angry and exclaimed with one voice that 

they would not lay down their arms. A severe 

engagement ensued in which about half of the 

Celtiberians fell, not unavenged, the other half escaping 

to Mago, who had arrived a little before at the camp of 

Hanno with sixty war-ships. When he learned of 

Hanno’s disaster he sailed to Gades and awaited the 

turn of events, meanwhile suffering from want of 

provisions. 

[32] While Mago lay here inert, Silanus was sent 

by Scipio to receive the submission of the city of 

Castax. When the inhabitants received him in a hostile 

manner, he encamped before it, and communicated the 

fact to Scipio. The latter sent him some siege engines 

and prepared to follow, but turned aside to attack the 

town of Ilurgia. This place had been an ally of the 

Romans in the time of the elder Scipio, but at his death 

changed sides secretly, and having given shelter to the 

Roman soldiers who had fled thither supposing it to be 

friendly, had delivered them up to the Carthaginians. 

To avenge this crime Scipio in his indignation took the 

place in four hours, and, although wounded in the neck, 

did not desist from the fight until he had conquered. 



The soldiers, for his sake, in their fury even forgot to 

plunder the town, but slew the whole population, 

including women and children, although nobody gave 

them any orders to do so, and did not desist until the 

whole place was razed to the ground. When he arrived 

at Castax, Scipio divided his army into three parts and 

invested the city. He did not press the siege, however, 

but gave the inhabitants time to repent, having heard 

that they were so disposed. The latter, having slain 

those of the garrison who objected and put down all 

opposition, surrendered the place to Scipio, who 

stationed a new garrison there and placed the town 

under the government of one of its own citizens, a man 

of high reputation. He then returned to New Carthage, 

and sent Silanus and Marcius to the straits to devastate 

the country as much as they could. 

[33] There was a town named Astapa which had 

been always and wholly of the Carthaginian party. 

Marcius laid siege to it, and the inhabitants foresaw 

that, if they were captured by the Romans, they would 

be reduced to slavery. Accordingly they brought all 

their valuables into the market-place, piled wood 

around them, and put their wives and children on the 

heap. They made fifty of their principal men take an 

oath that whenever they should see that the city must 

fall, they would kill the women and children, set fire to 

the pile, and slay themselves thereon. Then calling the 

gods to witness what they had done, they sallied out 



against Marcius, who did not anticipate anything of the 

kind. For this reason they easily repulsed the 

light-armed troops and cavalry whom they met. When 

they became engaged with the legionaries, they still had 

the best of it, because they fought with desperation. 

Finally the Romans overpowered them by sheer 

numbers, for the Astapians certainly were not inferior 

to them in bravery. When they had all fallen, the fifty 

who remained behind slew the women and children, 

kindled the fire, and flung themselves on it, thus 

leaving the enemy a barren victory. Marcius, in 

admiration of the bravery of the Astapians, spared the 

houses. 

 

CHAPTER VII 
 

Mutiny in Scipio’s Army — The Mutiny 

suppressed — Masinissa makes an Alliance with Scipio 

[34] After this Scipio fell sick, and the command 

of the army devolved on Marcius. Some of the soldiers, 

who had squandered their means in riotous living, and 

who thought that because they had nothing they had 

found no fit compensation for their toils, but that Scipio 

was appropriating all the glory of their deeds, seceded 

from Marcius and went off and encamped by 

themselves. Many from the garrisons joined them. 

Messengers came to them from Mago, bringing money 



and inviting them to revolt to him. They took the 

money, chose generals and centurions from their own 

number, made other arrangements to their liking, put 

themselves under military discipline, and exchanged 

oaths with each other. When Scipio learned this, he sent 

word to the seceders separately that on account of his 

sickness he had not yet been able to remunerate them 

for their services. He urged others to try and win back 

their erring comrades. He also sent a letter to all the 

soldiers in common, as though they had already been 

reconciled, saying that he was about ready to discharge 

his debt to them, and telling them to come to New 

Carthage and get their provisions. 

[35] Upon reading these letters, some thought that 

they were not to be trusted. Others put faith in them. 

Finally they came to an agreement that all should go to 

New Carthage together. When they were coming, 

Scipio enjoined upon those senators who were with him 

that each one should attach himself to some one of the 

leaders of the sedition as they came in, as if to 

admonish him in a friendly way, should then make him 

his guest, and quietly secure him. He also ordered the 

military tribunes that each should have his most faithful 

soldiers in readiness at daylight unobserved, with their 

swords, and station them at intervals in convenient 

places about the assembly, and if any tumult should 

arise, to draw their weapons and kill at once, without 

waiting for orders. Shortly after daybreak, Scipio was 



conveyed to the tribunal, and he sent the heralds around 

to summon the soldiers to the place of meeting. The 

call was unexpected to them and they were ashamed to 

keep their sick general waiting. They thought also that 

they were only called to get their rewards. So they 

came running together from all sides, some without 

their swords others dressed only in their tunics, not 

having had time to put on all their clothing, by reason 

of their haste. 

[36] Scipio, having a guard around himself that 

was not observed, first accused them of their misdeeds. 

“Nevertheless,” he said, “the blame belongs only to the 

authors of the conspiracy, whom I will punish with 

your help.” He had scarcely said this when he ordered 

the lictors to divide the crowd in two parts, and when 

they had done so the senators dragged the guilty leaders 

into the middle of the assembly. When they cried out 

and called their comrades to their aid, every one who 

uttered a word was killed by the tribunes. The rest of 

the crowd, seeing that the assembly was surrounded by 

armed men, remained in sullen silence. Then Scipio 

caused the wretches who had been dragged to the 

middle space to be beaten with rods, those who had 

cried for help being beaten hardest, after which he 

ordered that their necks should be fastened to stakes 

driven in the ground and their heads cut off. The 

heralds proclaimed pardon to the rest. In this way was 

the mutiny in Scipio’s camp put down. 



[37] While the mutiny was going on in the 

Roman army, a certain Indibilis, one of the chiefs who 

had come to an understanding with Scipio, made an 

incursion into the territory of Scipio’s allies. When 

Scipio marched against him he made a very stiff fight, 

and killed some 1200 of the Romans, but having lost 

20,000 of his own men he sued for peace. Scipio made 

him pay a fine, and then came to an agreement with 

him. At this time also Masinissa crossed the straits, 

without the knowledge of Hasdrubal, and established 

friendly relations with Scipio, and swore to join him if 

the war should be carried into Africa. This man 

remained faithful under all circumstances and for the 

following reason. The daughter of Hasdrubal had been 

betrothed to him while he was fighting under the 

latter’s command. But King Syphax was desperately in 

love with the same girl, and the Carthaginians, 

considering it a matter of great moment to secure 

Syphax against the Romans, gave her to him without 

consulting Hasdrubal. The latter, when he heard of it, 

concealed it from Masinissa out of regard for him. 

When Masinissa learned the facts he made an alliance 

with Scipio. Mago, the admiral, despairing of 

Carthaginian success in Spain, sailed to the country of 

the Ligurians and the Gauls to recruit mercenaries. 

While he was absent on this business the Romans took 

possession of Gades, which he had abandoned. (Y.R. 

549) 
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