
Mark Twain 
Lucretia Smith's Soldier 

 

I am an ardent admirer of those nice, sickly war 

stories which have lately been so popular, and for the 

last three months I have been at work upon one of that 

character, which is now completed. It can be relied 

upon as true in every particular, inasmuch as the facts it 

contains were compiled from the official records in the 

War Department of Washington, It is but just, also, that 

I should confess that I have drawn largely on "Jomini's 

Art of War,"  the "Message of the President and 

Accompanying Documents,"  and sundry maps and 

military works, so necessary for reference in building fl 

novel like this. To the accommodating Directors of the 

Overland Telegraph Company I take pleasure in 

returning my thanks for tendering me the use of their 

wires at the customary rates. And finally, to all those 

kind friends who have, by good deeds or encouraging 

words, assisted me in my labors upon this story of 

"Lucretia Smith's Soldier," during the past three 

months, and whose names are too numerous for special 

mention, I take this method of tendering my sincerest 

gratitude. 
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