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This day, many years ago precisely, George 

Washington was born. How full of significance the 

thought! Especially to those among us who have had a 

similar experience, though subsequently; and still more 

especially to the young, who should take him for a 

model, and faithfully try to be like him, undeterred by 

the frequency with which the same thing has been 

attempted by American youths before them and not 

satisfactorily accomplished. George Washington was 

the youngest of nine children, eight of whom were the 

offspring of his uncle and his aunt. As a boy, he gave 

no promise of the greatness he was one day to achieve. 

He was ignorant of the commonest accomplishments of 

youth. He could not even lie. But then he never had any 

of those precious advantages which are within the reach 

of the humblest of the boys of the present day. Any boy 

can lie now. I could lie before I could stand-yet this sort 

of sprightliness was so common in our family that little 

notice was taken of it. Young George appears to have 

had no sagacity whatever. It is related of him that he 

once chopped down his father's favorite cherry-tree, 

and then didn't know enough to keep dark about it. He 

came near going to sea once, as a midshipman; but 
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